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§C FT he legislatures of Maine, Massachusetts, New- 
York, Delaware, &c. have recently commenced their an- 
nual sessions; and, in the present state of things, certain 
of their proceedings, with the messages of the governors, 
respectively, (as well as others waiting insertion or no- 
tice, ate more than usually interesting. We desire to at- 
tend to them speedily; and also to give apart ofthe ad- 
dress of Mr. Otis, delivered on his inauguration into the 
mayoralty of Boston—all belonging to political history. 

{r. Quincy’s address to the board of aldermen of that 
city, on taking a “final leave” of the office of mayor, 
contains a highly interesting history of his administra- 
tion, and of the improvements of the city. 

BC P"The ‘note on population”’ belongs to the essay in- 
serted in our laston the “‘southern excitement,” and we 
think it equally entitled to consideration. We have been 
unexpectedly gratified in the attention which that essay 
thas obtained, and hope that it will be candidly enue, 
especially by those most deeply interested in a know- 
ledge of the facts it discloses. 

Avctioss. In our journal of the congressional pro- 
ceedings, will be found a report of the committee of 
ways and means, accompanied by “a bill imposing regu- 
lations on sales at auction, for the further protection of 
therevenne.” The billis far short of what has been long 
asked for—there is nothing in it to give a preference to 
regular resident merchants, having character and proper- 
ty at stake and responsible, as citizens of the United 
States, for honesty in thelr dealings;—but still we think, 
that the project is calculated to prevent some frauds on 
the revenue, and partially obstruct the progress of the 

rowing evils complained of—and, if nothing better can 
be obtained at the present short session, we hope that 
this bill will be passed into a law, in a belief that it. will 
cause an improvement in the revenue, and have some 
effect to prevent impositions on purchasers—“provided 
always and nevertheless,” the provisions of the propos- 
d act shall not be so managed as to destroy its inten- 
ion—of which we have some fears. The exhibit of the 
invoices entered at the custom house, is excellent—but 
will displease many foreign adventurers. 

Mr. Sine, ot New York, has submitted a substitute 
for the bill above alluded to—which is noticed in the pro- 
ceedings. 


« 


ELECTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. We learn, says the 
National Intelligencer of the 9th inst. that the appoint- 
rnent of Witliam Clark, to the office of treasurer of the 
United States, which was made during the summer by 
the president of the United States, has been confirmed by 
the senate; and that the ratification of his appointment 
was by a nearly, or quite, unanimous vote. 

Thomas T. Crittenden has been appointed secretary 
of the commonwealth of Kentucky. 

Itis suggested that John C, Spencer, esq. will proba- 
bly wucneall Mr. Van Buren as a senator of the United 
States from New York. ‘This gentleman is a business- 
man; and more such are much needed at Washington. 

We have omitted to mention, that the former candidates 
for the ma orally of Boston having withdrawn, Messrs, 
Harrison Gray Otis and Charles Eddy were voted for. 
The whole number of votes taken was 4546—of which 
Mr. Otis received 2978, and Mr. Eddy 1283, and there 
were 284 scattering. So the former was elected by a 
clear majority of 1411 votes. 

Mr. Gilmer, a member elect cf the 2ist congress 
from Georgia, a failed to notify the executive 
of his acceptance, with proofs of his eligibility, as re- 


quired by law, gov. Forsyth has directed that a new elec- 
tion shall be held in October next, to fill the vacancy thus 
“open to exist. This proceeding may bring about some 


easant feelings, but cannot, we think, jnvalidgte Mr. 
"ou. XAXXV— No. 22. 
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G’s right to the seat to which the people elected him, as 
has rw) y-ray by the governor himself 

John M. Clayton, esq. has been appointed a senator 
of the United States, from Delaware, for six years, trom 
the Sd of March next, in piace of Mr. Ridgely, whose 
period of service then expires. ‘Whe vote was for Mr, 
Clayton 19, Mr. Ridgely 10. 

Mr. Bateman, of New Jersey, has resigned his seat in 
the senate of the United States, in consequence of eon. 
tinued ill health. 

Gen. Jackson. From the Baltimore Republican of 
Monday last. The following letter from A. J. Donel- 
son, esq. the nephew of Mrs. Jackson, has been reeelve. 
by the Jackson Central committec of this city, in anewer 
to one written by them to gen. Jackson, iuviting him to 
visit Baltimore on his way to Washington. 

Hermitage, Dec. 25th, 1828. 

** Gentlemen:—Your polite letter requesting gen. Jack- 
son to spend a short time with his Baltimore friends, on 
his way to Washington city, has been received; but in 
consequence of the death of Mrs. Jackson, is at present 
withheld from him. 

So painful a dispensation of Providence wil] suspend 
for a while his attention to business, and compel him to 
decline the acceptance of any mark of public respect 
whilst on that journey. 

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
ANDREW J. DONELSON, 








Gov. Kent partook of a public dinner at Annapolis, 
on the 7th inst. given by about fifty members of the logis. 
lature, in testimony of their high respect for his personal 
character and public services, which we shall feel it a du- 
ty tonotice pretty much at length, when room shall be 
allowed. On being toasted, Mr. Kent returned his thanks 
in some very neat and brief remarks, chiefly to encourage 
an improvement of the natural advantages enjoyed by tire 
state and promote harmony in all its population. Among 
the toasts was one complimentary to col. William Dent 
Beall, of Prince George’s county, one of the most dis- 
: tinguished soldiers of the revolution yet living in Mary- 
j land—on which Dr. Semmes, one of the delegates from 
that county, prescnted his own thanks and that of his 
colleagues, and pronounced a well merited eulogium 
upon the character of his venerable friend, and the fan- 
famed Maryland line, not forgetting its gallant associate 
in hardships and in glory, the Delaware regimept, 

Gey. Scorr’s case. Our readers will have observed 
that the senate has justified its own act, in ratifying the 
nomination of maj. gen. Macomb, in the report made on 
the memorial of gen. Scott. It would be strange, indeed, 
if the president and senate might not appoint a comman- 
der-in-chief of the army. 

Mr. Evwarp Livinestron, being at New Orles 
partook of a public dinner on the 1sth ult. and on ales 
toasted, delivered an able addvess—some extracts from 
which we shall, perhaps, give hereafter. ‘The company 
a of about 120 persons-the mayor of the city 
presiding. 

Disconpaxt! In our last we notiecd the Richmond 
Enquirer and New York Evening Post, as concording jn 
a feather-assault on Mr. Madison; but the N. ¥. Ameri- 
can thus shews a disagreement between these veterans. 

The Richmond Enquirer, in glludingto the disconteuts 
of South Carolina, says: —~ 

“We regret that Mr. Madison has chosen to come out 
at the present time upon the tariff—bevause it was not 
necessary to dissipate the angry clouds which had co}- 
lected to the south. They hawe blown over, of them. 


eee 





ee’ves, without the intervention of bis warning voice 
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On the other hand, the Evening Post, in a tone of the 
most Indierous solemnity says, in relation to these same 
discontents— 

“We must be pardoned if we say the existence of our 
republic cannot but be considered in imminent danger. 
The signs of the times are portentous.” 





THe NEW pourricrans. Our readers will recollect 
that we haye an hundred times spoken of the opponents 
of the tariff, on constitutional grounds, as a new sect! 
of politicians—indeed, we think that they are less than 
ten years old; and shewn that the principles and 
practice of this government, from the beginning, was in 
our favor. The chief, or at least the most active of these 
new lights, is Mr. Ritchie, of the Richmond Enquirer, 
and we have often thought that, if we had a file of his pa- 
per, we should amuse ourselves with quoting Mr. R. 
against himself. Our friend, the editor of the Winchester | 
Republican, has had the same thought on the subject, and | 
furnishes us with the following extract from an address 

ublished in 1808, and signed William HW Cabell, Wm. | 

irt, William Fofurhee, sen. Peyton Randolph and Tho- | 
mas Ritchie, urging the people of Virginia to such a svs-| 
tem of domestic manufactures as would render us inde- 
pendent of foreign nations. 


The extract. Perhaps it is no wild supposition to} 
conceive, that even if the present attacks on our trade 
should blow over, congress may adopt the policy of en- 
couraging our own manufactures, by rather higher duties 
on the imported articles of Eurone. ‘To keep ourselves 
from being altogether dependent on Europe for our 
clohting, congress may adopt this course, if they should | 
discover from the experience of the mtermediate time, that 
we have really the inclination and the spirit to clothe 
oursel ves.”” 

Such, we well recollect, were the opinions of the “great 
republican party” at that time. No one doubted the 
right and duty of congress to protect domestic industry, 
and it was in this year that Mr. Jefferson, in his message, 
suggested ** prohibitions” for that purpose. And it was} 
about this period, we think, when Mr. Randolph, (more | 
consistent than those who then esteemed hima “ nuisance | 
and a curge’’), declared, in substance, that he had used | 
domestic manufactures until it was called paTrioric to | 
wear them, and then he rejected them. 





ae 














Russian porrcy. A British subject, col De Lacy 
F.vans, has published a pamphlet on the Russian policy, 
especially as to the views entertained in respect to Tur- 
key. He speaks of what Great Britain might do, if resort- 
ing to arms, to arrest the progress of Russia, in her con- 
test with the sultan, but dwells much upon the value of | 
the trade with Russia, saying that it employs 1900 Brit- 
ish vessels to the ports of Petersburg, Archangel, Riga 
and Odessa, only, or about 323,000 tons, making large 

»rofits on the exchange of commodities and freight. ‘*But”’ 
ie also observes, “‘of Iate years, the Russian government 
hag had the avpaciTx to issue the most rigorous prohibi- 
tions, in effect, against our trade for the protection 
of its infant manufactures,” ‘‘Avupacity,” indeed! 

ere is a fine specimen of real John Bullism—which 
supposes that the sun, and the moon, and the stars, and 
the planets, were all made for the primary and partieu- 
lar benefit of England-- 
——Though in America we have ‘‘pools 
In which to souse Great Britain’s island whole:” 

and why all other nations should not permit Britain to 
\cyislate for them, is entircly beyond John’s comprehen- 
siin. John is less liberal than the king of Congo—for 
n- sooner has his majesty dined, than he orders a lul- 
Io:k’s horn to be sounded, to notify all the rest of the 
ki.gs of the earth that it is permitted them to sit down 
an:] eat their.ditmers, also. Britain built up her ‘‘infant 
manufactures” by restrictive laws, and her whole system 
is one of restraint and restriction; and, if as magnanimous 
in »espect to trade as the king of Congo is about eating 
—she should allow others to regulate after she herself has 
rogitlated, 





~_-— 


Tun Ararcan cotony. It is notified that more than 


*. Tae Caoctaws. 











£0° sisvsa will bel berated, on condition of their going to 
L:besia, If the Society had means, it is probable that 








more than 1000 a year would be made free, if they could 
be removed thither. But for ourselves, we are more 
anxions that colored persons, already free, should be en- 
couraged to seek a home in the Jand of their ancestors, 
ae certainly are, with us, by fur the worst part of the 
black population, and in every respect—and chiefly, no 


| doubt, because that the hope of being other than what 
| they are, is denied them: that hope which is extended to 


the, oftentimes, more rude and uncultivated white foreign 
er, thongh, perhaps, paupers, and cast among us to live 
or starve, as shall happen. 

“Tare cenverat.”? This privateer, or pirate, captured 
by capt. Turner, of the U. S. ship Erie, at St. Bar- 
tholomews’, as stated last week, arrived at Pensacola on 
the 25d ultimo—and her sailing master, ‘vlio was on shore 
at the time, having arrived at New York, has proceeded 
to Washington, to prefer claims for the restoration of 
the vessel. 

Some rather severe comments have been made on the 
conduet of capt Turner, in relation to this affair. He ts 
# gallant officer and a worthy man; and we really think 
that Americans ought not to pass sentence upon him un- 
til the merits of the case—between a distinguished officer 
of our navy and the “Federal,” whether privateer or 
pirate, shall be fully understood! 





Coastine. From the New Fork Courier. By the res 
port, made on Monday evening by the committee, to 
whom was referred the communication of the governor 
of New Jersey, to which we have several times alluded, 
we find, that for the year from 15th December, 827 to 15th 
December, 1828, the total amount of licensed tonnage 
of the vessels cleared at our custom house, for Delaware 
bay, was 16,508 tons 

For Chesapeake bay, ke. 50,688 do 





67,176 tons. 

Estimate of the tonnage actually filled or employed to 

Philadelphia, and ports and places on the Delaware 

bay, 18,000 tons. 
From do do to New York, 38,000 do 





56,000 tons. 
To ports and places on and communicating with the 





Chesapeake bay, 55,000 do 
From, do do 100,000 do 
155,000 do 


Total tons 211,000 





Corron nacernc. A New York paper has the fol- 
lowing paragraph: ‘Capt. Thorp respectfully invites 
the gentlemen of the press to call on board, atthe east 
side of Burlington slip, and examine a bale of cotton en- 
closed in anti tariff bagging, mannfactured from white 
oak splits.” ; 

(Af the oak-trees which furnished these ‘splits’ were 
of domestic growth—we should like to know why this 
bagging is anti-tariff. If our oak trees will supply the 
place of Russia hemp, and the workers of these ‘‘splits”’ 
supersede the spinners and weavers of Dundee, &e. we 
shall not be displeased with this invention; ‘*thongh it 
costs more than it will come to,’ and will not be used 
if supplied for nothing at all. For, on the average 
price of cotton, the planters have received as much as 
the bagging has cost them, being sold by weight—as cot- 
ton; and a tare will be settled by the use of these 
‘‘splits,’’ that will prove rather ‘‘unprofitable,”’] 





Among the new subscribers placed 
on our list last week, isa Choctaw, or as he calls himself 
a Chahta. The application is made in an exceedingly 
well written letter, and speaks with much feeling of the 
progress of improvement in the nation, saying that many 
old customs have been abolished, and important laws 
names og hundreds, of all classes, have lately em- 

raced the gospel and are learning the importance ol 
self-discipline. 





Vinetsra. Great cifientty has existed in adjusting 
the principle on which the proposed convention Lo revise 
the constitution, &e. shall he called. Some desire to 
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have regard only to the white population, others the con- 
Sressional districts and federal numbers, a third party 
would make taxation the basis, and a fourth fix it upon a 
ratio to be determined by white population and taxation, 
united: and many, no doubt, are altogether unwilling to 
give up the extra political power now possessed by the 
small counties. The Richmond Whig says that ‘the 
question presents many of the features of the Missouri 
controversy in 1819,and calls for all possible skill, for- 
bearance and temper in its management.” 

Provinence, R. t. We have the following interest- 
ing items from the Literary Cadet. 

Domestic importations of cotton, flour, corn and rye, 
from Jan. Ist 1828, to Dec. Sl1st, inclusive:—cotton, 
41,568 bales; Hour, 51,113 barrels; corn, 425,389 bushels; 
rye, 30,473 bushels. 

{What a market is here created by the manufacturing 
establishments—how great the requisition for other arti- 
eles! {n 1827, 326 cargoes of lumber arrived at Provi- 
dence from the state of Maine. The Blackstone canal 
is about to add mightily to the business of this thriving | 

lace, and lots and houses are rapidly increasing in value. 

ring the year just past, there were 3,857 arrivals of 
coasters, of which 720 entered. ‘There were 86 clear- 
ances for foreign ports, and in port, Jan. 2d, 8 brigs, | 
16 schooners, and 19 sloops—exclusive of river craft. } 


a 


ScHUYLKITT NAVIGATION COMPANY. The annual re- 

ort of the president and managers of the 5th inst. is an 
interesting paper. It shews that this work has been much 
improved and the business and profits increased. In 
1820, only 3 or 400 tons of anthracite coal were consum- 
ed—now about 75,000 tons. 

In 1826, there were brought down the Schnylkill 16,767 
tons—in 1827, 31,560, and in 1828, 47,284 tons. The 
whole amount of tolls in 1827, was $58,174—in 1828, 
$87,171—in 1826, only 45,103. The ascending trade 
paid $15,284 toll in 1827, and 23,170 in 1828. The ton- 
nage conveyed on the canal was 32,404 in 1826, 65,501 in 
1887, and 105,463 in 1828. Of the tolls received in 
1828, the sum of $12,214 was received from boats 
which had navigated the Union canal. This business 
will inerease. he ground rents and water rents of the 
company, will, in the present year amount to 12,426 
dollars. 

Among the articles ascending were—2054 tons salt 








fish, 475 salt, 6,308 plaster, 36 bricks, 652 iron, 2,267 
iron ore, 2,701 limestone, 363 Virginia coal, 6007 mer- 
chandize and sundries, lumber, &e. ‘The chief articles 
descending were, 47,287 tons coal, 6,365 flour, or 66,855 
bbls. 2,644 tons grain, 1,152 whiskey, 1,853 iron, 6,795 
timber, 5,358 limestone, 1,674 iron ore, 904 nails, 552 
sawed marble, 1,445 cord wood, 6,791 stone—29 oil, 126 
butter, 160 flax seed, 84 leather, 32 paper, 54 lead ore, 
32 ice, with many more articles. ‘Total ascending 21,329, 
and descending 84,135 tons. 

What a mighty creation of new business has alrea- | 
dy been caused by thiscomparatively small work. 








Saoat iN THE ATLANTIC. In our number of the 15th 
Nov. last, page 181, there is an account of a shoal in the | 
Atlantic ocean, said to have been discovered by capt. 
James Porter, of the barque Science of Glasgow, in | 
August 1827. 

In consequence of publishing that paragraph, we have 
a long letter from a respectable citizen of Ohio,—stating, 
that m the year 1788, he entered on board the brigan- 
tine Grey Hound of Baltimore, belonging to Messrs. 
Stewartand Plunkett, for Bremen; and, on the return 
voyage, being, as he supposes, in that part of the ocean 
in which this shoal is sail to be located, the captain point- 
ed out a place on the chart where a rock in six fathoms 
water, was put down, but ridiculed the idea that any such 
vock wasthere. But at about 11 o’clock at night, (being 
star-light), he saw a place, apparently about 200 yards 
tong, on which the waves appeared to foam exceedingly, 
and his impression was, ‘‘that shallow water was there.” 
He adds, that he mentioned this to no one,—because, 
perhaps, of the positive manner of the captain as to the 
talsity of the chart; but now feels confident that he saw a 
fand-shoal, asstated in capt. Porter’s account, and was i 





(3. Partiat/y slave-holding. 


within 100 or 120 yards of it. He has requested that 
this statement should be published for the benefit of 
seamen. 

THE DAMAGES ON FOREIGN BILLS OF EXCHANGE have 
heen heretofore regulated by the states, This has, 
however, been supposed to be a matter of such impor- 
tance, and so intimately connected with eommerce, that 
the rate ought to be general, and fixed by congress; and 
petitions of respectable merchants have been preferred 
to that body. Itis thought the rate of damages is too 
high, and operates injuriously on this country. The fol- 
lowing communication, from a gentleman of New York 
to his friend in this city, discloses an important fact on that 
subject: 

“A fact came to my knowledge a few days ago, in re- 
lation to bills of exchange, which I beg leave to commu- 
nicate. A native American merchant having an acknow- 
ledged balance in the hands of a Liverpool house, drew 
for the same or a part of it; but before his bill reached 
Liverpool, the drawers failed. The bill was returned 
under protest, and the American merchant paid the dam - 
ages, 20 per centum, the then rate, two or three years 
ago, and which went into the pocket of a British agent, 
who wasthe holder of the bill. On proving his claim 
ad the assignees in England, that for damages was re- 
jected. 

“‘This affair occurred to one of our most respectable 
merchants, and can therefore, be proven at any moment. 
I have it from himself. I think the sum was stated to 
be £1,000. Here, then, was a transfer of £200, equal 
to nearly $1000, from the United States to England, as a 
punishment to the former, for drawing in faith, and 
as a reward to the latter, for a non compliance of con- 
tract. Such events merchants generally keep secret, but, 
from circumstances at that time, in England, there is the 
best reason to believe that many of a similar natare oc- 
curred to the merchants of this country.” [.Vat. Int. 

Nore oN porpuraTion. The following statement of the 
free white population in 1790 and 1820—and as calculated 
for 1830, is full of instruction. 








1. Eastern—“fiee states.”? 1790 1820 1830 
Maine, 96,002 297,421 380,000 
New Hampshire, 141,097 248,236 300,000 
Massachusetts, 573,324 516,419 600,000 
Rhode Island, 64,470 79,413 100,000 
Connecticut, 232,374 267,181 800,000 
Vermont, 85,298 254,846 280,000 

992,565 1,658,516 1,960,000 

2. Middle—free states. 

New York, 314,145 1,332,744 2,000,000 
New Jersey, 169,954 263,365 320,000 
Pennsylvania, 424,099 1,018,985 1,400,000 
Delaware, 46,310 56,318 78,000 
Ohio, none 576,572 1,050,000 
Indiana, 20ne 145,758 360,000 
HHlinois, none 53,788 180,000 
Michigan, &e. none 8,591 60,000 

tet 


054,508 3,456,111 5,448,000 
1,947,073 5,094,627 7,408,000 
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Kentucky, 61,133 434,644 550,000 
Missouri, none 55,988 110,000 
61,153 490,632 660,000 

4. Slave holding. ' aoe 
Maryland, 208,649 260,022 300,000 
Virginia, 442,117 602,974 660,000 
North Carolina, 288,204 419,200 450,000 
South Carolina, 131,181 231,812 270,000 
Georgia, 52,986 189,566 210,000 
Tennessec, 531.915 339,727 450,000 
Alabama, none 85,451. 160,000 
Louisiana, —— 73,383 100,000 
Mississippi, —— 42,176 60,000 
Arkansas, ~—— 12.552 30,000 
Florida, — —— 25,000 
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We have made this classification, as well to shew the 
real and probable increase, by states, as to give to each 
class its own proportion of power derived from natural in- 
crease or emigration, as nearly as possible. 

The “eastern” and the ‘‘middle” free states are only 
one class—at the present time. Many emigrations are 
still made from the thickly populated eastern states, but 
they are chiefly to the other free states. The cast have 
contributed much to the increased inhabitants of many of 
these states; aud it is believed, that not less than 1,125,000 
of the present inhabitants of New York and Ohio, only, 
eye of families and their immediate descendants), are 
rom the stock of the ‘‘eastern hive.” 

W hite population ofthe “‘free states” 1790 1,947,073 

1820 5,094,627 
(Supposed) 1830 7,408,000 

Which would shew an increase of 5,461,000 in 40 years 
-—or at the rate of 280 per cent. The actual increase in 
the free states in 50 years, was 3,147,545, or at about the 
rate of 165 per cent. Increase begets increase, and acts 
geometrically on an original capital. ‘The supposed in- 
crease from 1820 to 1830 will be at the rate of about 45 
per cent. in 10 years. 

The two states called ‘‘partially slave-holding,” be- 
. cause of their small (proportional) number of slaves (the 
‘ increase of which will not be great, free white labor be- 

ing preferred),—we regard as equally indebted for their 
increase to both the regular classes of states—fice and 
slave-holding; though their chief supplies were from the 
former. 

The slave-holding states are all placed in one class, ad- 

‘mitting that the new ones have been peopled from 
the old, of the same class. But, until within the few last 
years, it is probable that éwenty emigrants passed to the 
southward of the Susquehannah for one passing to the 
north of that river; and still the emigration is several for 
one against the free states; but we waive that, and also 
throw in the whole population acquired by the cesgions of 
Louisiana and Florida. 

White population of the “slave states” 1790 1,153,050 

1820 2,256,863 
(Supposed) 1830 2,715,000 

Shewing an increase of 1,560,000 in 40 years, or at the 
rate of 135 per cent. The actual increase of the slave- 
holding states in 50 years, was 1,101,813—more than 
two millions less than that of the free states, and at the 
rate of less than 100 per cent. The supposed increase 
from 1820 to 1850, will shew arate of about 20 per cent. 
in 10 years. 

And, if the rate of increase in the free states and the 
slave states be equated according to the population of 
each respectively, the average increase will be somewhat 
less than 40 per cent. in 10 ycars—which we think fs very 
nearly correct. 

The following are among our reasons for the greater 
allowances made to the free states in the period of years 
from 1820 to 1850— 

‘The checks to emigration from them, with a rcetension 
of the foreign emigration to them—is because of 

The important increase of manufacturing establish- 

ments— 

The immense increase of internal trade, becanse of 

having made, or in making, canals, roads, bridges, 
and improving the navigation of rivers, &c.— 

Some increase of foreign trade—and, 

“The very great increase of the coasting trade— 

In all, bringing into operation new capital or values cqual 
to not less than 800 millions of dollars, or using so much 
at home, and having a prompt and perpetual circulation, in- 
stead of a sluggish one, in being really moved only once in 
six months or a year, in commercial pursuits—affording 
new employments, or sources of subsistence, to hundreds 
of thousands—diffusing wealth in new creations, and ga- 
thering strength for new enterprises. ‘Thus, the profits 
gained on the New York canals will enable that state to 
make new expenditures of $500,000 a year in the digging 
of more canuis; and profits made in one cotton mill natu- 
rally lead to the building of another; until all that ean be 
done shall be dune, and competition will have destroyed 
profit. So with roads. Some of those leading to Balti- 
more, for example, yield the stockholders only three or 
four per cent. for their money—but the public is benefit- 
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New York could better pay the whole cost of the carials, 
and make them ‘oll free, than have the ‘‘big ditches” fill- 
ed up. ‘The mere interest of money to persons having 
capital, is a very small proportion of the profits 
of a community—$20,000 invested in stocks gives 
the possessor 1200 a year, and this is all that the 
capitalist can have to cast into the general circula- 
tion: but the same amount, devoted to the payment of 
weekly wages ina factory, and which, if well managed, 
should be ‘‘turned” every four months, would cast sixty 
thousand dollars into circalation, in the same time, ani! 
be more useful to a community than if so much money 
were digged out of the bowels of the earth—and yet the 
proprietor of the factory, for himself, might not make 
more profit than the inactive stockholder—a legal interest 
of 6 per cent. Here is the grand secret of public pros~ 
perity—incomprchensible to southern theorists, but well 
understood by practical men. In the one case, $20,000 
does only the business of 1200 a year; in the other, it 
does the work of 60,000!—nay much more—for every 
week’s disbursement is put at work, and acts geometri- 
cally; 10 doHars paid for wages perhwps passing through 
the hands of 10 different persons in a week, and render- 
ing all the general service of 100 dollars. The effect of 
this rapid circulation of money is wellknown. Thelands 
adjacent to the new village of Walden, N. Y. have proba- 
bly advanced in value in a greater amount than tlre 
whole of the establishments at that place, with the village 
itself, cost the ewners of the buildings, machinery ant 
grounds occupied. It is thus at every like place that we 
ever visited—lands valued at 30 dollars an acre have sud- 
denly been esteemed worth 100; and yet they would not 
produce more wheat or potatoes than formerly. The 
advance was—beeause of the new market opened, and the 
payment of cash for every head of cabbage or bunch of 
carrots that the farmers kad to spare from thelr gardens, 
ea Perrone changing hands and making new 
routs. 
: The principle of these things is worthy of most pro» 
found reflection. Weceun, “in our minds’ eye,” form 
some notion of its operation and extent, but feel Incapa- 
ble of conveying such notion to others unless in a very faint 
degree, Indeed. We have suggested it as probable, that 
anew capital of 808 millions has been created, or brought 
into operation, by manufactures, internal improvement 
and internal trade. For example—that splendid water- 
power at Saugerties, located too at tide-water, for thou- 
sands of years was worth nothing—yielded prafit to ro 
one; now, perhaps, being improved by an enterprising 
gentleman, it is worth between 2 and 300,000 dollars. 
The cost of the dam and canal must not be 4gducted from 
this value; as it regards the public, not one cent of it was 
| lost. It only changed hands, and, by circulation, went on 
} to accumulate perpetually new empleyments and prafits, 
and advance the value of all the cireumjacent lands, in 
a great variety of ways, Say the New York canals cost 
10 millions to the state; that amount was then spread 
among the people, being paid for labor, subsistence and 
materials; and converted even beds of rocks, that had 
been profitless since the flood, into real and accessible 
values, And is it not probable that the iands from Albany 
to Green Bay, aud from that city to the foot of ake Cham- 
plain, and of lands and improvements in the city of New 
fork, &c. have an increased value of at least 100 millions, 
because of the making of these canals? Wethink so—and 
perhaps, might double that. sum, and yet remain below 
the effect of them. We shall notice anothercase. The 
transport of a barrel of fiour from Lancaster, to markct, 
lately cost one dollar. By the improvement of the Con- 
estoga, just made, it is now transported for 31 cents. 
Every bushel of wheat, then, grown near the Conestoga, 
is really worth, to the farmer, about 12 cents more than 
it was before the improvement was made, and isan addi- 
tional and clear profit of that amount; and lands are, of 
course, more vaiuable than they were. So in the build- 
ing of factories, &c. indefinitely. 

t isthus every where. The profits earned by the me- 
chanics and manufacturers, even in the city of New York, 
are many times greater than those of the merchants; and 
the business transacted by them is much larger, in its real 
amount—great as is the commerce of that emporium. 








: | The odds is much more against the foreign conrmercial 
ted many per cent. Betuuse of these roads. The city of; 
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It is to this cause, the ever-multiplying creations of 
value through the rapid circulation of money, that has 
vendered Britain the most efficient power in the world, 
the ware-house and banker of all nations; the great de- 
pository of gold, and assayer of silver, though not pro- 
ducing one ounce of either: which has enabled her to ex- 
pend nearly five hundred millions of doliars im a single 
year, aud to produce a thousand millions in value, ap- 
plicable to the defences of the country, in an emergency. 
‘The abuse of such mighty means affords no argument 
against the possession of them. Their magnitude is in the 
sesult of speedy production, through protected industry, 
aided by scientilic power—and of perpetual exchanges of 
money or effects, stimulating exertion by the near view of 
gain, and in continually changing the profits acquired by 
individuals, applicable to their wants or their wishes. 

The checks to population in the slave holding states 
(with some tew local exceptions), are more severe than 
any which Malthus thought of. 

(ree white labor is not honored; 

‘The education of the poor is neglected; 

A desire to excel is not stimulated; 

Manufacturing establishments are not encouraged; 

‘The mechanical elass is degraded; and 

futernal improvement is—LET ALONE, 

Ilence the productive classes, the bone and the sinew of 
every country, have but a smal! rate of increase. They 
reject labor by the side of staves, and seck new homes— 
where the owner of the coil also guides a plough, or holds 
a spade. 


As to education, we really believe, though as a fact it 
cannot be ascertained, that there are more adult white 
males in Maryland, who cannot read and write, than in 
all New England and New York (being natives and of 
sane minds, &e.) with their nearly 3,000,000 inhabi- 
tants. And as to our state—former numberings of the 
people have shewn, what the next ceusus will powerfully 
confirm, that nearly tho whole increase of free popula- 
tion is ta the manufacturing districts. We do not suppose 
that Maryland is worse conditioned than the rest of the 
slave-holding states, all things considered; for we manu- 
facture to a considerable amount, and have a good spirit 
for internal improvements; and strong efforts are making 
to extend the blessings of education to the poor. But the 
proceedings had in some of the states, have often called 
to mini the anecdote concerning a certain king of Spain— 
who, when it was proposed to him to render au important 
river navigable, replicd, with all the gravity and decision of 
our friend, Mr. Ritchie, on constitutional points--“It the 
Almighty had intended that that river should be navigable, 
he would, himself, have made it so!”? ‘This king was a 
‘full blooded” Ler-vs-aLoxe-uan. A statue to his 
memory (iz straw), ought to be erected in the editorial 
closet of our learned friend. 1t would be bowed to by all 
the new constructors of the constitution—who know bet- 
ter than their fathers what their fathers meant, when 
they established the constitution.* 

ut—though the export of the slave-holding states has 
increased in quantity and value, it has oniy created new 
demands for slave labor; opening no new employment 
for the labor of free white persons—speaking compara- 
tively. 

The great point of difference in the progress of free 
population, and against the south, also depends on the 
want of rapid circulations of money. The district is main- 
ly agricultural, or planting. When the proceeds of the 
crops comes in, money abounds—but during the greater 
part of the year, men’s minds are as in ‘*committee of the 
whole” to sustain present wants on future prospects of 
profit; and ifany thing happens to baulk their caleulations, 
they are conditioned like the population of Washington city 
in a long delayed passage of the general appropriation 
bill; of which the writer of this heard a poor black com- 
pluie, when cleaning and blacking his boots. ‘There is no 
diseredit to the people of that city in this—but to those 
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*Mr. Madison’s letters (in their effect upon the pol- 
itieians of the south) remind us of some one who 
‘*made a book” to prove that the ancients had no know- 
ledge of glass—and, just after he had published it, glass 
was found in Herculaneum or Pompeii; and the **book” 
passed to the ‘fold dominion” of specufation! 
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who had erucily postponed the payment of monies due 

tor services honestly rendered, which unnecessarily em- 

barassed worthy individuals dependent on the public 

er eee: prevented this poor negro from collecting 
iis bDoot-blacking bills.* Money vested in Jands and the 
growth of commodities, circulates slawly —not so rapidly 
as that laid up in stocks, as before alluded to; and hence 
money does vot “make money” with that foree which it 
does in manufacturing and dealing communities; and slug- 
gishness in its circulation, is the reason why money is 
**searce.”? Lt is because of these things, that while, banks 
have been the supreme curse of agriculturalists becom- 
ing indebted themt—they have afforded great and impert- 
unt advantages to the manutactauring and commercial 
classes. We certainly belicve that free agriculturalists, 
**Jaboring in the carth,” are as « peculiar people—the 
best and safest depositories of genuine virtue, public or 
private; but in this exalted rank we do not place negro 
slaves. And there are more of the people of the United 
; States in New York and Pennsylvania, only, who are 
operating agriculturalists, than in all the staies south of 
the Potomac; yet these people are charged with being the 
enemies ofagriculture! “Their own worst enemies.” 

W ith another brief view of the population, we shall 
conclude this note. All the free states, with Kentucky 
and Missouri, are in favor of the principle of protection 
They think it both constitutional and expedient, though 
they have some differences in opinion as Lo its application. 
The people of these amounted to 5,575,000 in 1820, and 
will amount to 8,000,000 by the census of 1850. The 
slave-holding States, with 2,256,000 of the people in 
1820, and to have about 2,700,000 in 1830, latterly regard 
that principle as being wnconstitutional and ineapedient. 
WHO SHALL DECIDE IN Vitis CASE? But North Caro- 
lina will detach herself from the auti-tariff states before 
long; and we have strong hopes that Virginia, will rise 
like a ‘‘giant refreshed with new wine,” and make use af 
the bountiful means that she possesses to increase her 
free population and addto her wealth. And we earnest- 
ly wish that she may do it speedily. It is only by so «do- 
ing, that she can arrest her retrogade movement in pri- 
vate prosperity and political power, 


LEGISLAT ORE OF MARYLAND. 
Exiriacis Pd gov. Kent’s message of the 31st Dee. 1828. 

After detailing the executive proceedings on various 
inatters referred by resolutions of the legislature, ard 
suggesting others ror consideration—aimong them that the 
district system for the election of clectors of president 
and viee president should be changed to that of a general 
ticket, as adopted! in most of the states, he proceeds to 
say, that— 

A very high degree of excitement and ardent opposi- 
tion to the promotion of the internal improvement of the 
country, by the general government, and the protection of 
domestic manufactures, prevails generally to the south. 

Upon the first of these subjects of excitement and op- 
position, our views of the constitutional power of the 
general sovernment, and of the immense and inealculabie 
benefits which, we believe, the country will derive from 
a vigorous prosecution of this part of its policy, have 
been, heretotore, so fully expressed in our communica- 
tions to the general assembly, that we do not deem it ne- 
cessary, at this time, to add any thing further upon it. 
The other subject, the protection of domestic manutac- 





* This is an absolute fact. Several years ago, the gen- 
eral appropriation bill was delayed a long tim, and it af- 
fected even this poor fellow; who carnestly enquired 
when the bill would pass, saying that gentlemen put him 
off, and he feared bemg put im jail for debts that he him« 
selfowed. The incidcntshews the effect of prompt cir- 
culations of money. 

+The banks in North Carolina, for a present exam- 
ple, have ‘‘shaved” the people more severely, than if 
the whole of that states’ preportion of the revenue of 
the United States had been collected by a direct tax, levi- 
ed according to representation. And they have loog 
since played the ‘very mischief’? among the farmers of 
Pennsylvania, Kentucky, &c. The slow circulation of 
money among agriculturalists, has been the ruin of thou- 
sands, tempied to get money out of banks, S‘on}y by 
sigting their names. ”” 
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tures, being the principal cause of the extraordinary ex- 
citement we have noticed, and occupying at this time, so 
lurge a share of the public attention, seems to claim from 
us a more particular exposition of our views in relation 
to it. 

That differences of opinion should be entertained and 
expressed of the policy and expediency of affording such 
protection, and that fears should be entertained, of its bur- 
dening one section of the country for the benefit of wno- 
ther, and of its operating injuriously upon the other great 
interests of the country, is, we frankly admit, not ut all 

rising. It has been the common error of the early 
periods of every country, to imagine an opposition be- 
tween the iuterests of agriculture and manufactures, and 
for such error to prevail until it is corrected by experi- 
ence. Particular circumstances have existed, almost 





the late masterly argument and view of it presented to 
the public, by one of the fathers of the constitution, ap- 
pears to us so conclusive, that we caunot resist the be- 
lief that it must carry conviction to every unprejudiced 
mind. It has left nothing for us to add. 

‘The communication recently made to congress by the 
president of the United States, which we presume has 
been read with interest and attention by you all, exhibits 
a great degree of prosperity in our national concerns, and 
affords the best evidence of the ability, fidelity and judg- 
ment, with which our national government has been ad- 
ministered for the last four years. 

Notwithstanding the large sums which have been ex- 
pended on works of internal improvement and objects 
connected therewith; on the fortifeations and dual in- 
crease of the navy, we are assured by the able officer 


from the establishment of our government, until a recent | who superintends the national finances, that in less than 


: | five years, the national debt, that scourge of nations, 
_A system of policy very proper at one period in the | may be paid off, when our whole resources will be at the 
history of a country, may, by changes in its internal con- | disposal of the representatives of the people, to be ap- 


period, tending to continue such error of thinking. 


dition, and by its relative position as it regards other na- 
tions, become highly injurious, and require to be modi- 
fied, so as to coniorm its interests and pursuits, to the 
altered situation of its affairs. Such changes, it seers to 
us, in the circumstances and position of our country have 
oveurred, 

Whilst nearly all those portions of the world with 
which our commerce was carried on, were engaged in 
war, and consequently in need of the agricultural pruduc- 
tions of our cotintry, which, from that cause, command- 
ed high prices; and whilst our population was, compar- 
atively sparse and small, the cultivation of the earth, and 
the transportation of its productions to foreign markets, 
afforded such profitable employment tor our labour, that 
we had no need further to diversify it. But those long 
continued and desolating wars ceased several years since, 
and the labouring population of Europe have conscquent- 
ly, been turned from the shedding of each others blood 
to the cultivation of the soil, and other pursuits for sup- 
plying the wants of their respective countries. And all 
the productions of ours, with which they are able to sup- 
ply themselves with similar articles, by their own labor 
and industry, have been either greatly burdened with 
protecting duties, or entirely prohibited trom entering 
into the consumption of ther respective countries, and 
consequent competition with their own labour. The for- 
cign market for the productions of our agriculture, has 
been, from these causes, and by these incans, in great 
part cut off, and so limited and curtailed as to reduce the 
prices below a remuneration fur the Jabor and capital 
employed. 

Under these materially different circumstances, it 
seems to us that a diversity of the pursuits and labors of 
our population, have become indispensable to our prosper- 
ity; and that whilst we shail continue, (as our government 
have always been,) witlmg and ready, at any time, to free 
our intercourse and trade with foreign nations from cvery 
shackle, and trust to a fair competition of enterprise, 
skill and industry, in such pursuits as may best suit cach 
to engage in, to meet privilege with privilege—ii has be- 
come our interest, and behooves us as an independent na- 
tion, to meet restriction with restriction,—to do tor- 
wards other nations as they do towards us—to protect 
our labor against theirs, as (hey protect theirs against us— 
tn “free our agriculture from a dependence on the coun- 
cils and conduct of others, and to promote arts, niaau- 
fuctures and population at heme.” 

That any doudt should ever have been entertained of 
the constitaiional power of congress, so “to regulate our 
commerce with foreign nations,” as to afford protection 
co any and every branch of national industry, that may 
be thought proper, against the hostile legislation and reg- 
ulations of foreign nations, appears to us very surpris- 
ing; and especially so, after the uniform exercise of the 
power (and uutil lately, unquestioned, ) from the mecting 
of the very first congress under the constitution, to the 
present moment; and after embargoes have been laid 
and long continued, and acts of prohibition aud total non- 
intercourse frequently passed, 

W ith all the respect tur those who entertain the opinion 
(hat this power has not been granted, to which great talents 
asd undoubted patriotism justly entitle many of them, we 
cannot entertain a shade of daubt upon the subject. And 
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plied by them in any manner most advisable for the pro- 
motion of the happiness and prosperity of our country. 

This prosperous condition of the national treasury al- 
fords a favorable opportunity to congress, to grant to such 
of the states as have received no portion of the public 
lands, a due proportion of that common domain for pur- 
poses of education. 

A grant of this description has, we believe, been made 
to nearly all the western states; at which we do not come 
plain, but only express ahope thatequal justice may be 
done to all, where all are cqually entitled. Such a dona- 
tion would be peculiarly acceptable to us at this time, 
when we are making every effort, commensurate with 
our means, to extend to every individual in our commu- 
uity the blessings of education. 

In these laudable efforts we hope the legislature will 
persevere, till the great object shall be accomplished. 

Education is not onlv essential to the perfect enjoy- 
ment of that portion of happiness allotted to man in this 
life, but it is equally essential to the preservation of our 
iree institutions, the existence of which involves not only 
our own lLappiness, but that of our remotest posterity 
also, 





FINANCES OF MARYLAND. 
Abstract from the annual report of the treasurer of the 
IVestern shore to the legislature of Maryland. 
RECEIPTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 1sT DEC. 1828, 


Whole am’?. 


Branches of Revenue. received is 


1828. 
Amerciaments, 397 86 
Auction duties, 2,590 17 


Auctioneers licenses, 3,450 U8 
Bank stock, 30,050 84 
Billiard table licenses, 850 17 
Direct taxes, 2,789 46 


The Eastern Shore treasury, 18,234 07 
Fines and forfeitures, 1,629 09 
Funded 3 per cent stock, 10,053 O08 
Hawkers and pedlars licenses, 427 98 
luterest (on personal accounts) 1,110 50 
Land office account, 3,814 92 
Licenses to dealers in lowtery tickets, 1,102 53 
Licenses to retail dry goods, 4,512 15 
Licenses to retail spuituous Liquors, 4,583 28 
Licenses to retail spirituous liquors at horse 

races, 62 07 
Licenses to vend by wholesale, 47 50 
Marriage licenses, 4,364 18 
Ordinary licenses, 15,797 39 
‘Lhe penitentiary, 2,522 56 
Road stock, 615 00 
State lotteries, 3,500 UO 
State tobacco inspection in Baltimore, 27,275 22 
‘The state’s wharves in Baltimore, 487 84 
Tax on plaintiffs, 1,318 61 
‘Taxes in chancery, 934 78 
‘l'raders’ licenses, 12,375 80 
The Union Manufacturing Company of 

Maryland, 400 00 


The university of Marsland, 


1,553 50 














NILES’ REGIS TER—JAN.. 17, 1529 —PENNSYLVANIA CANALS, &e. 





a a a a ee ee 


335 





Victuallers’ liccnscs, 241 95 





155,872 36 
Of this sum there had accrued prior to 
the vear 1828, 
Accrued during the year 1828, 
To which, add receipts on the following 
accounts, viz: 


23,444 95 
132,421 36 


Costs of suit, 63 67 
Loun of 1828, 50,000 00 | 
The public building, 100 62 
Rail road 5 per cent. stock, 25,000 OU 
The Union bank of Maryland, 10,000 00 


221,056 65 
Balance inthe western shore treasury, 
ist December, 1827, 76,291 39 








$297,328 04 

Cf the above there was received into the 
Eastern Shorg treasury during the said 
period: 

Of revenue accrued previous to the ycar 
1828, 


Of revenue accrued during the year 1823 7,265 06 








$17,369 22 
EXPENDITURES IN THE YEAR ENDING IsT,Dic, 1828, 
On the Western Shore, and on the following accounts, | 


10, 104 oe 


viz: 
The Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road Com- | 
any, 25,000 00 | 
The board of public works, 279 68 
Chancery records, 2,598 10 
Civil officers, 11,448 48 
Colleges, academies, and schools, 12,999 98 
The colonization society, 1,000 00 
Comniission, 315 03 
‘The executive contingent, 3,375 28 
Indian annuities; 107 50 
Jutcrnal improvement sinking fund, 615 UG 
The jud.ciary, 35,705 66 
The legislature, 43,303 35 
‘The library, 200 00 
Loans of 1827—’28—for interest, 4,497 17 
‘The roilitia, 2,647 92 
Miscellaneous account, 6,256 96 
‘The penitentiary, 12,295 00 
Penitentiary 5 per cent. stock of 1822, 1,397 20 
Pensions—to officers and soldiers, 15,370 $9} 





‘The public buildings at the scat of go- 


4 
? 


vernient, 2,621 94) 
State tobacco inspection in Baltimore, 7,225 Uv} 
‘Tbe state’s tubucco warehouses in Bal- 

timove, 61,692 81 
University 5 per cent, stock of 1822, 1,500 v0 
‘The university sinking fuai, 500 VU 
The Washington monument, 14,249 36 





207,002 31 | 
Balance in the Western Shore treasury, 

ist December, 1828, 30,325 73 
$297,328 04 
Cn the E. Shore, andon the following accounts, viz: 


Civil officers, 1,040 49 
Commission, 256 28 
The judiciary, 442 00 
Miscellaneous account, 94 O1 
Pensions, 40 00 








1,872 78 


Payment into the W. Shore treasury, 
qth June, 1828, (being part of its rc- 
ceipts), 

Balance in the Eastern Shore treasury, 
Ist December, 1828, 


6,885 $8 
8,610 56 


$17,369 22 


FINANCES OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

The tollowing exhibits the amount of receipts and ex- 
penditures at the state treasury of Pennevivania for the) 
Searending the thirticth November, L828, froia 
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what} 








sources received and for what purposes expended, toge 
ther with the balance remaining in the treasury on the 
first of December. 


RECEIPTS, 
Lands and land office fees, $94,609 44 
Auction commissions, 18,050 OU 
Auctions duties, 144,839 59 
Dividends on Lank stock, 118,672 50 
Div. on bridge & turnpike stock, 17,965 00 
‘Vax on bank dividends, 29,649 51 
‘Vax on offices, 8,541 35 
Fees, secretary of state’s office, 1,400 54 


Tavern license, 46,311 85 
Duties on dealers in foreign mdz’e. 52,108 03 
State maps, 2,597 86 


Collateral inheritances, 5,993 Al 
Pamphiet laws, 100 684 
Milaia and exempt Snes, 890 70 
Tin pedlars’ liccuces, 450 00 
Escheats, 208 88 
Commissicners of the internal improve- 

ment fund, 150,000 00 
Loans and premiums on loans, 2,432,100 00 
Old debts and miscellaneous, 3,980 75 





3,129,470 003 
167,897 873 
$3,297,367 874 


Balance in the treasury, Ist Decem- 
ber, 1827 


smi 








EXPENDITURES, 
Taternal improvements, 
Expenses of government, 


$2,611,967 24 
204,757 964 


Militia expenses, 24,542 80 
Pensions and gratuities, 26,295 22 
Education, 26,259 28 
Iuterest on loans, ad 91,725 00 
Internal improvement fund, 91,579 97 
Peunsylvania claimants, 304 38 
State maps, ' 2,363 38 
Penitentiary at Philadelphia, 4,000 00 
Penitentiary near Pittsburg, 4,364 654 
Conveying convicts, 672 19 
Convey ing fugitives, 933 88 
House of refuge, 2,500 00 
Miscellaneous, 8,286 55 





3,107,552 51 
Balance in the treasury first De- 
cember, 1828. 189,815 463 
$3,297,367 974 
(Internal improvements, $2,611 ,000'—all the expendi- 
tures for which are kept within the state, promoting a 
wholesome circulation of money; and if some of the 
works shall not mect the expectation of the legis~- 
lature, (though we hope that ald of them may exceed it), 
nv loss to the commonwealth will be sustained. ‘*Bee 
hold the work of Napoleon,” said an inhabitant of Trieste 
when pointing to an improvement of the harbor. “Hes 
taxed us severely, but expended the receipis amongst us. 
Avsrria CARRIZS THEM Away.” How vast is the dif- 
fercnce! One gives life and activity, and produces a 
thousand profits to individuals—the other flatters and 
exhausts a community, and profits only foreigners. } 
The members of the jegistatare of Pennsylvania 
practically understand these things—for a majority of the 
members labor with their own hands. } 





PENNSYLVANIA CANALS, ke. 

We mect with the following abstract which we copy, 
because of the want of room for the report at large. 

The canal commissioners of Pennsylvania have made 
their report to the legislature. It is a very long document 
and contains much information regarding the progess co} 
the internal improvements of the state. 

By their annual report on the 25th December, 1827, it 
appeared that the amount of canal then under contrac’, 
and in progress towards completion was about 212 rust ee 
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ghany, Kiskeminctas, and Concmaugh to 
Blairsville 
Part of French Creck feeder, from Bemis’ mill 
to Conneaut out-left 
Eastern division, from the mouth of Swatara 
to that of Juniata 24 miles 
Juniata division, from a point near the mouth 
of Juniata to Lewistown 44} miles 
Susquehannah division, froma point near the 
mouth of Juniata to Northumberland 
—_ division, from Bristol to Taylor’s 
erry 


80 miles 


9 milcs 


37 miles 


18 miles 
ee 
a : 2124 miles 

Phis aggregate is increased by about 44 miles, added 
to the Juniata and Susquehannah divisions in order to unite 
them ata convenient point on Duncan’s island, making 


the whole amount contracted for, under the authority of 


the acts of 1826 and 1827, about 217 miles. 


Considerable delay was produced by the prevaleyce of 


high water, from an early period last fall to the month otf 
June last, and severe inconvenience has also been felt, 
from sickness on the Juniata, Susquchannah and Dela- 
ware. 

Tt will appear nevertheless from the foHowing sketch 
of the state of those divisions, that a great amount ot 
work has been accomplished. 

*The whole western division from the out-let locks on 
tle AHeghany to Blairsville ts so far complcted, that it 
will unquestionably be navigable at the opening of the 
spring. Irom the salt works fifty miles above Pittsburg, 
to the Kiskeminetas feeder, the Ime is in actual use, and 
water is now flowing through that fecder, to supply the 
whole distance below. From the salt works upwards to 
Blairsville, nothing remains which may not casily be finish- 
ed during the present winter. 

The nine miles of the French creek feeder are in a simj- 
Inv state of forwardness. One or two culverts, four 
bridges, the feucing of the line and a very small quantity 
of excavation and inside wall, are the ouly matters requir- 
ing turther attention. 

The amount of work done on the Juniata, between 
Lewistown and the mouth of Juniata may be regarded as 
equal to 2-3 of the whole. This line has suffered from 
sickness and a great scarcity of hands. —Those difficulties 
being now removed, its completion may be expected be- 
tore the Ist of Aagust. 

The Susquehannzh division from the mouth of the Juni- 
utta to Northumberland, is considered 3 completed. It 
was delayed by the same causes. It cannot fail of come 
pletion by the first of July next. 

The eastern division is entirely finished, except the 
‘wo sections at Peters’ mountain, on which about 2 
‘months work remains) and the aqueduct embankment et 
Stony and Clark’s erccks. It is confidently believed that 
the navigation from the mouth of the Juniata to Middle- 
tuwn will be in actual use before the rising of the legisla- 
twee. 

‘The contracts existing on the Delaware at the date of 

















tionary cngine will be required to reach the river bevc!. 
An examination of the Alleghany mountain, with a viey- 
to a portage between the Juniata and the Conemaugh, 
has also been made this season. The results do not yet 
justify a decision. ‘Phe surveys authorised by law, for 
rail-road line from “some point on the Schuylkill canal to 
Sunbury, Danville and Catawissa,” and for canals and 
railways between the Lehigh and North Branch by Nes- 
copeck Valley and other projected routes, have also been 
executed the present season. Likewise surveys and ex- 
aminations with a view to the proposed line of canal 
from Easton along the Delaware to Carpenter’s Point, ani! 
to canals and slack water navigation on the Allegany, 
Monongahela and Ohio; to arail-road from Harrisburg 
bridge to Chambersburg, and thence by way of Gettys- 
burg to York. 

The estimated expense of the contracts claiming atten- 
tion during the coming year, is $3,511,000, Of this ag- 
gregate $700,000 will remain to be expended in 1830; so 
that the whole amount required for the operations of the 
next year, allowing for the sum to be paid on the east~- 
ern and western divisions, will not materially exceed 
$3,000,000, 

By the month of August next, 47 miles on the Juniata, 
41 miles more on the Susquehannah, and 28 miles on the 
Delaware, will certainly be completed, reducing the 
whole distance to 184 miles. By the month of December 
next, the north and west branch divisions may be ready 
tor ttavigation, and the Delawave line to Maston will be 
nearly completed. In anumber of instances the mode 
of constructing the lines of improvement has already ov 
will hereafter produce a large amount of water power, 
which may be disposed of on profitable terms to the 
commonwealth, without injury to the public works. The 
dam across the Susquehannah at Shamokin and the various 
dams along the Conemaugh, Kiskeminetas and Juniata 
ure proimiment examples. 


AMERICAN HEMP, FLAX AND COTTON. 
LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 
Navy Department, Dec. 16, 1828. 

Sir:—In answer to a resolution of the house of repre- 
sentatives of the 12th May last, directing the secretary 
of the navy ‘* to prepare and report a plan and estimates 
for connecting with two or more of the navy yards of the 
United States, as many establishments for purchasing, 
water-rotting, and preparing for manufacture, American 
hemp and flax, and also cotton, as well as for manufac- 
turing the same into cordage and canvass, for the use of 
the navy,’ the seeretary of the navy has the honor to en- 
close a copy of a letter from the commissioners of tlre 
navy. 

A caye'ul consideration has been given to the resoln- 
tion, and it has been found impracticable, in any view 
which the department can take of the subject, to unite 
the proposed establishments for water-rotting hemp and 
flax, to our navy yards, and therefore a plan for this con- 
nexion is not, and cannot, be given. 

The whole of our navy yards, with the exception of 





tie dust report, extended only to the excavation and ca-| New York and Pensacola, have recently been examined, 
nal formation of t8 miles, and included no work of wood | and plans formed for their future improvement, which 


or stone, 


All these contracts have been satisfactorily | have recelved the sanction of the executive, and which 


completed, aud further contracts have been made, for the | would be injuriously deranged by any effort to aecom- 


locks, culverts, aquednets and bridges on that portion of | plish that object. 


the line, to be execated early in the next season. 

Oa the Delaware, 284 miles have been contracted for, 
from New Hope to. Easton. A canal has been Iocated 
along the north branch of the Susquehannah, from Nanti- 
coke fallsto Northumberland. With the necessary appro- 
priation, a perfect navigation of 54 miles on the north 
branch, laying epen the whole region of anthracite coal 
on that stream, will be in use by the spring of 1830, 

Surveys have been made and contracts entered into, on 
the Juniata division, from Lewistown a further distance of 
45 miles; and for the extension of the French Creek feed- 
er VOL miles, for continuing the western division from 
Diairsvitle up the Conemaugh 27 miles; and for 10 miles 
o- the distance between Middletown and Columbia; all of 
which ave commenced. 

A sarvey trom Columbia to Philadelphia has shown 
that a railway, graduated within the limit of locomotive 
machinery, is practicable from Susqnehannah to Schuy!- 
hall. At euch end ofthe road an tnedined plane anf! sta- 


| 





Nor, indeed, is it perceived how it 
would be practicable to do it, if these plans of improver 
ment had not been made. If such establishments are to 
be formed, the nature of the Jabor and the eireumstances 
attending it, would require that they should be at a dis- 
tance from, and altogether unconnected with, the navy 
yards. Health and comfort require that the two should 
be separated. The buildings to be erected for the recep- 
tion of hemp and flax, the works necessary for rotting it, 
in situations such as those of our navy yards, and the in- 
dividuals to be employed at the Jabor, are of a character 
totally distinct from these now at our naval establish- 
ments. They would form new and different employ- 
ments and business. The same difficulties occur, and 
the same remarks are applicable, as regards the manu- 
facture of canvass. 
On the latter part of the resolution, for manufacturing 
hemp into cordage, no difficulty is telt to exist. The 
opinion has heretofore been expressed, that establish- 
ments Mr this object ought to be connected with one or 
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more of our navy yards; aud additional experience has 
proved that it would be wise and economical to crect them 
without delay. 

An estimate for this purpose is added. A single es- 
tablishment, which might be erected with the amount es- 
timated, and which should be placed either in the Nor- 
folk yard, or veur to the one in Washington, would be 
sufficient to supply all the wants of the navy, and would 
seeure us the best possible manufacture. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SAM’L. L. SOUTHARD. 

The hon. speaker of the house of representatives. 

Copy of a letter from the board of navy commissioners to 
the secretary of the navy, dated 

NAVY COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE, 

3ist. October, 1825. 

‘The commissioners have had the honor of receiving 
your communication of the 11th instant, calling for ‘ta plan 
aod estimate for connecting with two or more of the navy 
yards as many establishments for purchasing, water-rot- 
ting, and preparing for manutacture, American hemp 
and flax, and also cotton, as well as for manufacturing 
the same into cordage and canvass, for the use of the 
navy.” 

Never having eontemplated such establishments as ne- 
cessary appendages to navy yards, none such having been 
connected with either of ours, or those of any country in 
Europe, the commissioners have not extended their in- 
quiries to the subject, and are not prepared to afford 
satisfactory information upon the various points involved 
in the call. 

‘To obtain such information it tvould be necessary to 
consult practical men, engaged in the erection of such 
works, in making the machinery required, and im all the 
various processes of preparing and manulacturing hemp, 
flax and cotton; and would unavoidably occupy a consid- 
erable length of time, probably so long as to exciule 
any report upon the subject during the ensuing session of 
congress. 

‘The board would, with great deference suggest for 
vour consiieration, whether the rotting of hemp and 
flax within or near either of our navy yards, would not have | 
a tendency to render them unhealthy; and they would 
observe, that the yards, having, under the act of congress 
*“for the gradual improvement of the navy,” been arrang- | 
ed with referenve to their future improvement, could not, 
without deranging the plans adopted, admit of the propo- 
sed establishments. 

listimate for a building of brick, 900 feet long, 35 feet 
wide in the clear, 11 feet high. ‘he walls to be 14 in- 
ches thick, having 120 windows, with ledged shutters, 5 
feet by 4, and 20 ledged doors, with frames &e. com- 
plete; the root to be framed with common rafters; to be 
laid on wall plates, having two collar beams to cach pair, 
sheeted and coverer! with slate. 

Cost, including all materials 


$15,024 16 
Add, fer machinery and hemp house, &e. 


18,000 00 





$ 33,024 16 
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SUPREME COURT OF THE U. STATES. 
House of representatives, Jan. 2. 1820, 

Mr. P. P. Barbour, from the committee on the judi- 
ciary, to which the subject had been referved, made the 
following: 

REPORT: 


I 





that it was within their competency to decide any law to 

be void, which was in contravention of the constitution. 

This decision was placed by them upon the ground that 

the constitution, and laws of the United States made in 

pursuance thereof, and treaties made under the authori- 

ty of the United States, were declared to be the supreme 

law ot the land; thev therefore held, that, wheo aay 
state constitution or law came, m their Opinion, mto con- 
flict with what was declared to be the supreme law, that 
which was 20¢ supreme must yicld to taat which was; and 

that conseqnently any state constitution or Jaw, thus 
coming into conflict must be held nulland void. It will 
be seen that thisis a principle devived by our judiciary 

from the nature of our written constitution, unposing 

many limitations and restrictions, as well upon the fede- 
ral as stute governments, and at the same time upon its 
face declaring its own supremacy. ‘The committee do 
not propose at all to explore the foundations of this great 
principle; but, taking itas one which has long been de- 
cided and acted upon, they cannot forbear to remark, 

that the powcr which it implies is one of great magnitude 
and most extensive operation; embracing within its com- 
prehensive grasp the authority to nullity the jegislative 
acts of the union, and of the states individually, and even 
the most solemn of all acts—the expression of the will 
of the sovereign people of the states, m the form of their 
written constitutions. That a power so tremendous 
should be fenced around with proper guards, is a propo- 
sition which, the committee suppose, scarcely requires 
the aid ofargument to ehallenge the assentof all. They 
are awene- tie it is a question about which there is much 
more difference of opinion to what extent this caution 
shall be carried. As the supreme court of the United 
States is at present organized, it consists of seven mem- 
bers, of whom four constitute a quorum; and three be- 
ing a majority of that quorum, it results that the concur- 
rence of three of the judges is competent to the nullifica- 
tion of a state law, or even coustitution; it may then 
happen, in the actual posture of our judiciary, that a 
minority of the court might nuilify the tnost solemn acts 
of the states, whilst the majority of the court might pos- 
sibly entertain a different opinion. 

The committee presume that there are but few who 
would not at once acquiesce in the justice and propriety 
of the proposition. ‘That, in making so solemn and im- 
— a decision, there should be a coneurrence of at 
east a majority of the whole court; they, however, think 
that it would be advisable to require the concurrence of 
five members of the’court, This is ndeed a question of 
more or less, and upon which it is admitted that it can- 
not be predicated with absolute certainty, that any pare 
ticular number is the proper one; but they will offer to 
the house some of the prominent considerations which 
have induced them to decide in favor of the number five. 

It will be recollected, that in controversies originating 
in the state courts, a question concerning the validity of 
a state law, or constitution, cannot be brought before the 
supreme court of the United States until it shall have been 
ailjudiecated by the highest state tribunal, nor unless the 
decision of that tribunal shall have been in favor of its vale 
idity. Before, then, the supreme court can S$ upon 
such a question, in any case, the validity of the law, or 
constitution, as the case may be, must have receiv- 
ed the most authoritative stamp of approbation in 
the state in which it arose. If it relate to the validity 
ofa law, it must have been approved of by both the 
branches of the legislature; if it relate to that ef a 
constitution, it must have been approved of by the people 
of the state, in the exereise of their sovereign power, in 





‘Lhe committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred 
the resolution of the house, instructing them to inquire 
into the expediency of providing by iaw, that a greater | 
number thana majority of the supreme court should 
concur in pronouncing ony part of « state constitu‘ion, | 
or act of a state legisinture, io be invalid, and Ghat} 

without such concurretice, no part of a coastulion af} 

a state, or act of a state tegisiature, shell widen | 

invalid, bey leave to submit the following report 


The committee, consulering the subject matter of the | 
resulution to be one of great importence, have bestowed | 
pou it that grave consideration which i so erophatically | 
deserved. At an early period of our judicial bistarys | 
te principle was decided in the supreme federal court, 


their primary assembly, as a convention; and it must, in 


controversics origmating im state courts, also have been 


decided in favor by the court of dernier resort in the state. 
In this postere of the subject, if » bare majority of the 
supreme court of (he Uuiked’ States shoul! decide against 
the validity. (ve state, whose constitution or law was thus 
nullified, cau scarecly aquiesece without a murmur; espe- 
cially when tis consideved, that besnics tue conearrm 


| approbation of its coovention or legisla ure, and its judiciaes 


ry, it might be sueteined by that also of the three remain- 
ing members of the court; and when it is remembered, 
too, that the question must always be, whether the state has 
or has not, transcended the limits of its reserved rights, 
growing out of its compact with another party, to wit: the 
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federal government, and that the supreme court of the 
United states are the tribunal of that other arty. The 
ecncurrence then of a greater number than a bare major- 
ny of that tribunal, will tend to produce a greater spirit 
of acquiescence, to quiet heart-burnings, and thus add a 
strong cement to that union which we all desire to be in- 
dissoluble and perpetual. 

Nor is the selection of the number five at all an arbi- 
trary one, as might possibly at the first view be suppo- 
sed. The constitution of the United States, in several 
instances, where the subject is important, requires the 
concurrence of two-thirds of the body called upon to act 
in relation to it. Thus an amendment to itself cannot 
even be originated without the concurrent vote of two- 
thirds of both houses of congress, or the application of 
two-thirds of the several states. ‘I'lius, too, a treaty can- 
not be ratified without the concurring vote of two-thirds 
of the senators present. But there is another provision 
of that instrument which bears a much closer analogy to 
the present question, because it ius reference to a judi- 
cial tribunal; it is that which declares, that, in case of 


impeachment, ho person Shall be convieted without the | 
concurrence of two-thirds ofthe members of the senate | 


present. [t will at once be seen by the house, that the 
number five is as near as may be to that proportion of the 
whole court. 

Nor can the committee perceive any well founded ob- 
jection to the requisition of more thana bare majority; 
because they hold it to be asound principle, that the suc- 


— 
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prived of a pension, unless such yearly income exceed 
the full yearly pension of a soldier. 

In addition to which the following rules, correspond. 
ing in principle, are hereby established. 2, When the 
applicant’s property consists in money, stock, houses, 
lands, or such other property as he can at pleasure con- 
vert into money or capital, it shall not deprive him of 
the right of pension, unless its yearly proceeds, estimat- 
ing them at ten per c.nt., on its total value, shall be 
equal to the amount of a full pension. 

3. When the applicant’s property is mixed, and con- 
sists of both species, he shall not lose his pension, unless 
their aggregate income, estimating by the preceding rules 
shall amount to a full yearly pension. 

As the pension laws of 1818 and 1820 are not predicated 
on any pre-existing engagement of the government, but 
were intended as a gratuitous provision for the support 
of aged individuals, for the time being, the two last reg- 
ulations will not be considerded as retrospective in their 
operation. 

To obtain the benefits arising from the foregoing reg- 
ulations, in every case where aclaiin has been rejected 
under the former regulations, a new declaration is now 
deemed essentially necessary, in order to show what is 
the present state of the claimants property, and to prove 
his identity. Very respectfully, your obedient, 

P. B. PORTER. 

James L. Edwards, esq. pension office. 








cessive approbation of the convention or legislature of a 


state, and then of itshighest judicial wibunal, ought at} 


Jeast to prevent the nullification ofa constitution or a law | 
in every case of doubtful character, and indeed in every 
case in which its incompatibility with the supreme law 
was not clear beyond any rational doubt; and n case of 


January 8. 


TWENTIETH CONGRESS—2d SESSION, 
SENATE. 

My. Sanford presented a memorial of a 

committee of auctioneers, of the city of New York, re- 

monstrating against any legislative measures injurious to 

the present system of sales by auction; which was refer- 


this Jatter class, it can seuavely be doubted but that five | red tu the committce on finance. 


of the judges would perceive that incompatibility, and, 


Mr. Prince submitted the following resolution, which 


perceiving it, declare it by their decision. Upon the }j lies on the table till to-morrow: 


whole view of the subject, the committee are of opinion | 


that it is but a reasonably safeguard to the reserved rights 
of the states, to provide that they shall not be declared 
to have passed beyond them without the concurrence of 
five judges of the government, whose own tribunal is 
deciding upen its own powers, and in conformity with 
these views, they herewith report a bill, 


The following is a copy of the bill which accompanied 
the foregoing report: 
A bill concerning the supreme court of the United States. 

Be it enacted, &c. ‘Vhatin any case which now is, or 
hereafter may be, brought before the supreme court of 
the United States, by writ of error, or otherwise, to the 
final judgment or decree, in any suit in the highest 
court of law, or equity, in any state, in which shall be 
drawn in question the validity of any part of the counsti- 
tution of a state, or of any part of sn act, passed Ly the 
legislature of a state, unless five justices at least, of the 
said supreme court, shall concur in deciding such part 
of said constitution, or legislative act, to be invalid, the 
same shall not be deemed and halden to be iuvalid, but 
shall be deemed and holden to be in full force and effect, 
whe concurrence of any lesser number of the said justices 
ju an opinion to the ccutrary notwithstanding. 

PENSIONS, 
DerantTMENt oF wan, December 26th, 1828. 


Sin:—The present practice in your office, in regard to | 


Resolved, Vhat the committee on Indian affairs be in- 
structed to inquire what further provisions, by law, may 
be necessary to cffeet, with the least delay and expense, 
the removal, with their consent, of the Ladians, from the 
| several states and territories of the union, and to locate 
them permanently elsewherc, on the lands of the United 
States. 

On motion of Mr. .Vodle, the resolution was ordered 
to be printed for the use of the senate. 

‘Lhe report of the committee on military affairs, rela- 
live to the memorial of gen. Scott, was, together with the 
memorial, ordered to lie on the table, and to be printed 
tor the use of the senate. 

Other business was transacted which will be sufficiently 
noticed in its progress, when, on motion of Mr. Benton, 
the senate adjourned to Monday. 

January 12. Mr. Webster of Mass. appeared to-day 
and took iis seat. 
Among the memorials presented to-day, was one b 
‘iv Siistee, of sundry citizens of Boston and its viciul 
ty, distillers of rum from imported molasses, complain- 
ing of the injurious effects of the last tariff law op 
| their business, and praying that the law may be revis- 
ec; that the duty on imported molasses may be reduc- 
ed, und that a drawback may be allowed on rum distill- 
; ed from imported molasses, to Xu amount equal, or nearly 
/ equal, to the duty imposed thereon; which was referred 

} {0 the COMmittee On finance. 
Mr WVarks presented the memorial of one hundred 





tle amount of property which, under the law of May | and thirty merehants and traders of Philadelphia, praying 


ist, 1820, shall disqualify a person from receiving a pen-| 


sion, is deemed to be unequal in itsoperation on differ. 
ext classes of applicants: ‘Io coriect which inequality, 
the following rules will hereafter be observed. 

The object of the pension law is tu provide for the ab- 
solute wants of the poor but meritorious soldier of the 
revolution: and the highest rate of pensionis supposed to 
be the smallest sum that will afford a comfortable sup- 
port to an individusl. In accordance with this princi- 
ple, the following rule, has been adopted by the de- 
partment, and is hereby continued, viz: ist. When the 
whole property ot the applicant consists in a yearly or 


fixed income, (such as an annuity for life, bequest, rent | 


or charge upon lands, or any other incorporeal right), 
which is not convertible into capital, he shall not be de- 


that the duties on imported teas may be reduced; which 
was referred to the committee on finance, and ordered to 
be printed, 

The chair communicated a letter from Mr. Bateman, 
of New Jersey, stating that he had addressed to the gov- 
ernor of that state his resignation as a senator in congress, 
on account of ill health. 

The chair also communicated the credentials of Mr. 
John VM. Ciavton, elected a senator in the congress of 
the United States, by the state of Delaware, for six years, 
from the 4th of March next. 

The chuir also communicated a letter from the seere- 
tary of war, transmitting a report of the survey and es- 
| timate of the expense for improving the harbor of St, 
} Marks, in Florida. 
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The chair also communicated a letter from the secre- 
tary of the treasury, transmitting the rules and regula- 
tions which have been established, from time to time, by 
that department, in virtue of the act of the 19th May last, 
‘¢¢0 alter the several acts imposing duties on imports,” 
&e.; which was ordered to be printed. 

The cAair also communicated a letter from the gover- 
nor of Georgia, transmitting the protest of that state 
against the tariff, (see page 291), when Mr. Berrien, at 
some length, adverted to the purport of the protest 
which was now delivered to be deposited in the archives 
of the federal government, in perpetuam rei memoriam, 
to serve, Whenever occasion may require it, as an authen- 
tic testimony of the solemn dissent of one of the sove- 
reign states of this union, from the act therem protested 
against, as an infraction of the constitutional compact by 
which she is united to the other members of the confede- 
racy. Mr. B. then expressed his own aud the attach- 
ment of Georgia, tothe federal compact, and begged gen- | 
Uemen not to believe that this act was ene of rete myo 
excitement, &c. He next adverted to the efficiency with 
which this government had sustained itself during so ma- 
ny trials, and expressed an opinion that it was yet to un- 
dergo a more fearful trial in questions affecting our inter- 
nal peace, an event which he hoped might be far off. The 
people of Georgia, deeply as they feel their wrongs, will 
yct bear and forbear, looking with confidence to the re- 
turning justice of the government, &c. He concluded 
with a motion that the letter and protest be laid on the | 
table and printed—which was agreed to. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Prince on Thursday | 
jast, was taken up and agreed to. 

After the reception of reports, the senate took up for 
consideration, the resolution heretofore offered by Mr. | 
Benton, velative to the sinking fund, the public debt, the | 
bank of the United States, &.—the question being on 
the amendment submitted by Mr. Snuc/, of Maryland, | 
when the subject wus last before the senate. 

Mr. 8S. withdrew his amendment, and moved to refer 
the whole subject to the committee on finance. 

Mr. Sanford addressed the senate, principally in sup- | 
port of the first clause of the resolution; when, | 

On motion of Mr. Benion, the question was divided | 
and agreed to be taken un cach clause separately. The | 
question then occurring on referring the first clause to the | 
committee on finance. — 

Mr. Benton, Mr. Dickerson, Mr. Smith, of Mary- 
and, and Mr. Johnston of Louisiana, successively ad- | 
dressed the senate, the former against referring the re- 
solution to the committee, and the three latter 
ihe resolution, and in favor of the reference. 

Mr. Benton having veplied to the arguments of gen- 
\lemen, 

The question was taken on the reference of the first | 
clause of the resolution to the committee on finance, and | 
determined in the aSirmative—ayes 26; noes not counted. | 

The question was then taken on the reference of the | 











orainst 
o* 


sceond and third clauses, and severally agreed to: and | 
finally on the remainder of the clauses, and carried in the | 
aflirmative. Sothe whole subject is referred to the com- | 
iwittee on finance, to consider and report thereon. 

The amendments to the bill authorising the citizens of 
Arkansus to elect certain officers, were considered, and 
lhaving been agreed to, the bill has finally passed both 
houses. 





The bill *‘to divide a portion of the revenue of the Unie 
ted States among the several states,” was then taken up 
and discussed by Mr. Dickerson, in faver, and Messrs. 
Smith of Maryland, Huyne, and Benton, against the pro- 
position, until a late hour; when : 

Mr. Dickerson moved an adjournment, thathe might 
have time to reply to the arguments against him; which 
motion prevailed, and the senate adjourned, 

January 14. Mr. Berrien presented the report of a 
committee of the legislature of Georgia, to whom were 
referred certain resolutions of the states of South Caroli- 
na and Ohio, accompanied by resulutions of the legislae 
ture of Georgia, on the subject of siate rights, an the 
powers of the general government; which, without read 
ing, were ordered to be printed for the use of the 
senate. 

‘The chair communicated a letter from the secretary 
of the treasury, transmitting a copy of the report of the 
director of the mint, giving the result of the assays of fo- 
reign coins, made at that institution a the year 1828; 
which was read and ordered to be printed, 

The bill to allow a salary to the marshal of the east- 
ern district of Virginia, was read the third time, pussed 
and sent to the house of representatives, 

The senate then took up, as in committee of the whole, 
the bill to “authorise the laying off a town on Bean river, 
in the state of IMlinois”? when Mr. Kane explained its 


| ebject, and on his motion the blanks were filled and the 


bill ordered toa third reading. 

‘Two messages were received from the president of the 
United States by his private secretary; which were read, 
and ordered to be printed: the first transmitting the annus 
al report of the director of the mint, exhibiting the ope- 
vations of that institution during the year 1828; and the 
second, transmitting a letter from the secretary of state, 


_ with supplemental returns of the free taxable inhabitants, 


not freeholders, in certain states, which have been ree 
ceived at his department since his lat report of the 9th 
Wecember, 1828. 


The bill to ‘-provide for the legal adjudication and sete 


' tlement of the claims to land therein mentioned,” was 


made the order of the day for Wednesday next. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the une 
finished business of yesterday, and took up the bill *‘to 
provide for a distribution of a portion of the revenues of 
the United States among the states;” the question being 
on the amendment yesterday offered by Mr. Hayne, to 
siréke out the second section of the bill, 

Mr. Dickerson took the floor in support of the bilf, 
apd in reply to the several gentlemen who addressed the 
senate yestesday, observing, at the same time, that he 


| Was not very strenuous to have the second section retaine 


ed. ‘The debate was continued by Messrs, Hayne, 
Johnston, Benton, Kane, Dickersou, Websier, Berrien, 
Foote, McLaneand Branch. 


Mr. Xane moved to lay the bill on the table which 


| motion was negatived by a large majority, 


Mr. Berrien moved fur the indefinite postponement 
of the bill; but before the question was taken, Mr. Branch 
proposed an adjournment, which was carried in the affir- 
mative; and the seaute adjouraed. 

OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, Jan. 8. 


HOUSE 


Mr. MWotfe, from the committce 


Several biils from the house having been passed to a} revolutionary pensions, delivered a report on the memo- 
second reading, the bill to distribute a portion of the) rial of Peter Francisco, which, after paying a just tri- 
revenue of the United States among the States, came up| bute to the many and valuable services rendered by the 
us the special order of the day; when, on motioa of Mr. | petitioner during the war of the revolution, when ‘he 


Ruggles, the senate adjourned. 

January 15. The bill providing for the final settle- 
ment of the claims of certain states therein mentioned, 
for interest oa their advances during the last war, was 
read the second time, and referred to the committee on 
the judiciary. 

The bill from the house, explanatory of the act to con- 
tinue a copy right to John Rowlett, was read a second 
(ime and referred to the committee onthe judiciary. 

The bill to allow a salary to the collector of Norfolk 
and Portsmouth, having been vead, a spirited debate took 
place between Messrs. Smith of Maryland, Chandler, 
Woodbury, McLane, Tyler & Benton, when on mo- 
tion of Mr. Berrien it was laid on the table, 


| performed prodigies of valor, and displayed 
of chivalrous herote bravery and courage, rarely equalled, 
, and perhaps, never excelled by the transactions of an 
{ other individual so circumstanced,”’ conclading with a**re- 
solution for the discharge of the committee on the ground, 
| that Mr, Franesco, being at present in the receipt of a 
pension, the proper committee to decide on its increase 
| is the commitiee on military pensions. The report also 
teelingly alludes to the fact that so many brave and meri- 
| torious soldiers of the revolution, have, in the advanced 
age, been overtaken by the chilling hand of poverty, and 
| obliged to spud the little remnant of their existence in 


penury and want. The report was read and laid on the 
' table, ’ 


a degree 
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The following is the petition of this heroic soldier, as 
resented by Mr. Randolph. 

‘0 the honorable members of the house of representatives 
and senate, assembled in the congress of the United 
States: 

The petition of Peter Francisco respectfully vepre- 
sents: That he entered the military service of the United 
States in the year 1777; was in the battle of Brandywine 
and Germantown, and belonged to gen. Wayne’s com- 
mand when the British post at Stony Point was carried 
by assault. Onthat occasion, he was the second man 
who mounted the parapet of the enemy, killed the sof- 
dier at the flag-staff, and received a dangerous wonnd 
froma bayonet. He aided, to the best of his powers, 
in the gallant detence of Mud island fort, conducted by 
gen. Smith, now a member of the senate; and was wound- 
ed severely in the thigh, by a musket ball, at the battle 
at Monmouth, the painful effect of which he often suffers, 
in his present advanced age. He was present in various 
skirmishes in the vicinity of New York and Philadelphia, 
while under the command of that excellent rifle officer, 
colonel Daniel Morgan; and afterwards travelled to the 
state of Virginia, where he became a volunteer in a corps 
commanded by colunel Witliam Mays, deceased, and had 
a share in the first battle of Camden, foughton the 16th 
of August, 1780. In that action, he rescued col. Mays 
from death, by killing the British officer who was about 
to take his life, and protected himself trom the attack of 
a dragoon soldier, by trausfixing him with abayonet, and 
killing him on the spot; he then mounted the horse of his 
adversary, escaped through the British ranks by person- 
ating a tory; fellin with his commanding officer, who 
was exhausted by fatigue, and mounted him on the 
captured horse, whereby he made good his retreat toa 
place of safety. 

Your petitioner agam returned to Virginiv, and early 
in the year 1781, he entered the cavalry service as a vo- 
lunteer, in a Lroop commanded by captain Thomas Wat- 
kins. This troop was attached, by order of general 
Greene, to colonel Washington’s regiment, and fought, 
under the command of that intrepid officer, at the battle 
of Guilford, on the 15th March, in the year last men- 
tioned. Your petitioner received a severe wound from 
a bayonet in this action, but avenged himselt dy killing 
four of the enemy with his subre,in the presence of col. 
Washington and of the officers belonging to captain Wat- 
kins’ troop, the lieutenant of which was Philemon Hol- 
combe, who lias since held the rank of colonel in the 
militia cavalry of Virginia. His certificate of the fact 
last stated is herewith exhibited. 

In the succeeding summer, accident threw your peti- 
tioner into the way of a straggling party belonging to 
¢olonel Tarlton’s corps, then on their march Uvrough 
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Columbia, during which he made various quotations from 
a bible which he held in his band. 

Mr. Wilde, to end the debate on this subject, moved 
ihe previous question. Mr. Bartlett expressed a hope 
that Mr. Miner would consent to withdraw the perma- 
ble, and thereby remove the chief cause of objection. Mr. 
%. declining todo so, Mr. Wickliffe inquired of the 
chair whether the previous question would not supersede 
the motion he had made for striking out the preamble? 
the speaker replied in the affirmative. Mr. Weems 
hoped the gendemaa from Georgia would withdraw the 
motion for the previous question, as he telt assured the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was desirous of replying 
to what he had advanced. Mr. Alexander then moved 
to lay the resolution and preamble upon the table. On 
this motion, Mr. Woodcock demanded the yeas and nays 
and they were ordered by the house. And there appear- 
ed, aves 66; and noes 107; The allotted hour haviug ex- 
pired, Mr. Hickiiffe moved to suspend the rule, but the 
motion did not prevail. 

Several letters from the departments were read and 
disposed of, and a number cf bills received from the 
senate, referred. 

‘The house then took up the bill, returned from the 
senate, “to authorize the citizens of the territory of 
Arkansas to elect certain officers,” together with sundry 
amendments, 

Mr. Barbour, from the commiitee on the judiciary, ex- 
plained the several amendments, and moved their adop- 
tion by the house, with one slight modification, 

A desultory debate arose on that one which goes to an- 
nul the act of the legislative council of Florida fixing 
the seat of justice in Jackson county, 


This was objected to by Messrs. Vinton and Strong, as 
rescinding an act of a local character, in which the 
council had not exceeded its authority. This, they in- 
sisted congress ought never to do It would lead to 
endless applications from the citizens of the territorics 
on questions purely local, and greatly encumber the 
legislation of this house. 

‘The amendment was defended by Messrs. P. P. Bar- 
bour, White snd Isacks, as being an improper interfer- 
ence by the council, with an affair which properly per- 
tained to the people of each county to settle for them- 
selves. This was the only instance in which stich inter- 
ference had taken place. 

The amendments were finally coneurred in. 

Some time was again occupied in discussing the Oregon 
bill, but before it was ordered to a third reading the 
house adjourned, 








Friday, Jan. 9, Mr. Everett, for the committee on 
military affurs, delivered a report on the petition of Jo- 


the country of Amelia to Prince Edward court house, | seph Krittman, who complained of having been wronged 


where they expected to destroy a large deposit of pub- 
lie stores. 
for the purpose of plunder, when they arrived at the 
house of a Mr. Ward, where they found your petitioner, 


oy a | by the government of Hamburg in 1811, concluding with 
The party had left Varlton’s Ine of march} a resolution discharging the committee from the further 


consideration of the subject. 
The resolutions and preamble relative to slavery in 


and one of them demanded his watch and shoe baekles,} the District of Columbia, coming up as the unfinished 


which were of silver. He refused tu deliver them, and, 
while the British soldier stooped to take them from his 
shoes, your petitioner, who was destitute of arms, seized 
the hilt of his sword, drew it trom the scabbard, and dis- 
patched him by a blow. He killed two others, and fright- 
ened off the rest ofthe party, amounting in number to 
six, by inducing on them a belief that some American 
troops were approaching to his assistance. 

Your petitioner has thus specitically enumerated his 
personal services rendered to the United States m the 
war of independence, by no means with aview to (heir 
ostentatious display, but atthe instance, and by the ad- 
vice of many respectabic and intelligent characters, whose 
opinion it is, thathe has a just claim ov the gratitude, and 
even on the bounty of his country. Lic subsstts bis case 
to the national iegislature, and solicits some proviswa 
against poverty and wauat, while his dveistug years and 
strevgt ecnder hin incapable of struggling agamst ad- 
verse lortune. PETER FRANCISCO. 

Mr. Hoginan, from the commitice on naval affairs, | 
made an adverse report on the case uf eapt. Aagus of the 
U.S. navy, which was read and ladon the table. 

Mr. Weems concluded his speech ia replyto Mr. AZ- 


business yesterday, on motion of Mr. Wright, of Ohio, 
the preamble was amended by inserting in its commencc- 
ment, the words ‘it is alledged that,” so as to change 
the statements it contained from the form of a direct as- 
Sertion of fact toa statement of allegations. After acall 
for the previons question had been.sustaiued, the ques» 
tion wns so divided as to take the vote first on the pream- 
ble (which details the allegations) and then on the reso- 
lutions (which recommends the ochice! tor inquiry by the 
committee on the District of Columbia). The preamble 
was then read, and the question being put on its adop- 
tion, it was decided in the negative. Ayes 47.—Noes 
14}. 
The question was then put on the first résolution, as 
tollows: 
“ Be it resolved. ‘That the committee for the District of 
Columbia be instructed to take into consideration the 
laws within the District, in respect to slavery; that they 


| inquire into the slive trade as it exists in, aad is carried 


on through, the District; and that they report to the 
house such amendments to the existug laws as shall 
seem to them to be just, 

And decided by yeas and nays, in the affirmative,— 





ner, on the resolution relating to slavery in the District of 


Ayes 120; Noes 59%. 
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‘The question was then put upon the second resolution, 
which is as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the committee be further instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, for 
the gradual abolition of slavery within the District, in 
such manner that the interests of no individual shall be 
injured thereby,” 

And decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays, as 
follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. S. C. Allen, John Anderson, Samuel 
Anderson, Armstrong, Bailey, Baldwin, Noyes Barber, 
Barker, Barlow, Barnard; Barney, Bartlett, Bartley, EC 
Bates, Blair, Blake, Brown, Buck, Butman, Cambreleng, 
Chambers, Chase, Chilton, John C. Clark, Condict, 
Coulter, Culpeper, Daniel, John Davenport, De Graff,, 
Dickinson, Dwight, Baril. Everett, Findlay, Fry, Gar- 
row, Gorham, Green, Hallock, Harvey, Ilealy, Hobbie, 
Hodges, Hoffman, Hunt, Ingersoll, Jennings, Johnson, 
Johns, Keese, King, Lawrence, Lefller, Little, Locke, 
Lyon, Magee, Markell, Martmdale, Marvin, M’latire, 
M’Kean, McLean, Merwin, Miller, Mmer, John Mitch- 
ell, Muhlenberg, O’Brien, Orr, Pierce, Picrson, Plant, 
Ramsey, Reed, Rickagdate, Russcil, Sergeant, Shepperd, 
Sinnickson, Sloane, Smith, Sprague, Stanberry, Steven- 
son, Sterigere, Stewart, Storrs, Stower, Strong, Swann, 
Swift, Sutherland, Taber, Taylor, Tracy, Eenezer 
Tucker, Vance, Van Rensselear, Varnuin, Verplanck, 
Vinton, Ward, Whipple, Whitudlesey, James Wilson, 
John J. Wood, Silas Wood, John Woods, Woodcock, 
Wolf, Silas Wright, John C. Wright. —114. 

NAYS,—Messrs. Addais, Alston, ohn 8. Garbour, 
Philip P. Barbour, Barringer, Barrenger, Bassett, E. 
Bates, Bell, Buckner, Carson, Carter, Claiborne, Con- 
ner, Thomas Davenport, W. KR. Davis, Desha, Dorsey, 
Drayton, Floyd, of Va. Floyd of Geo. Fort, Gale, 
Gilmer, Gurley, Hall, Hamilton, Haynes, Hinds, Holmes, 
Isacks, Kerr, Lecompte, Lea, Letcher, Long, Lumpkin, 
Mallary, Marabic, Martin, Maxwell, McCoy, McDutftie, 
M’Hatton, M’Kee, Thomas R. Mitchell, Gabriel Moore, 
Newton, Nuckolis, Owen, Polk, Roane, Sawyer, Smyth, 
Sprigg, ‘falliaferro, Thompson, Trezvant, Starling Tuck- 
er, Turner, Washington, Weems, Wickliffe, Wilde, 
Williams, Bphraim K. Wilson, Yanecy—66. 

The house then proceeded to consider the Oregon 
bill, with the amendments thereto, as reported by the 
committee of the whole; and the question being on con- 
curring with those amendments, it passed in the affirma- 
tive. 

The question then being on ordering the bill, as 
amended, to be engrossed for a third reading—Mr. Jay- 
ter demanded that it be taken by yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered by the house. Mr. ]V’eems now offer- 
cd again the amendment he had proposed in committee 
—and demanded the yeas and nays; but the house re- 
fused to order them. Mr. Sawyer now demanded the 
previous question, but the house refused to sustain the 
motion. Mr. Weems’? amendment was then negatived 
unanimously, with the exception of the honorable mover, 
who desired, he said, to be recorded as having stood 
alone fin the minority. The yeas and nays were then 
taken on ordering the bill to its third reading, and 
stood, Ayes 75; Noes 99: So the house refused to order 
the bill to a third reading, and it is rejected. 

The house then went into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Condict in the chair, on the Georgia claims. 

Mr. /Ffilde commenced a speech in favor ot the claims 
—but having proceeded some time, yielded to a motion 
for adjournment, and 

The house adjourned to Monday. 

Monday, Jan. 12. ‘The petitions presented to day ex- 
ceeded on hundred in number: among tbem were the fol- 
lowing. By Mr. Barney—ot Mary bankson, in behali of 
herself and the surviving widows of dcecased revolution- 
ary officers in all parts ofthe United States, and else- 
where, forfurther compensation for the services oi their 
late husbands. 

By Mr. Gorham—of importing merchants of Boston, 
praying that certain importations of goods by hem made, 
and whieh, though ordered bclore, yet arrived m tae 
United States since the new tariff took effect, may be 
charged with duties under the old tariff. 

By Mr. Cambroteng; trom merchants of New York, 
of the same tenor and effect 





By Mr. Gorham; Of merchants and inhabitants of Bos- 
ton, praying that the duty on imported molasses may be 
reduced, and that a drawback may be allowed on the ex- 
portation of rum distilled from imported molasses, 
whether said duties be reduced or not. 

_By Mr. Cambreleng; of the auctioneers of the city of 
New York, praying that the system ofsales at auction 
may be left upon its present footing. 

Many petitions were presented praying for duties on 
sales at auction; for the gradual abolishment of slavery 
in the Distriet, and against the transportation of mails on 
Sunday. 

By Mr. Weems, of William Rickman, who says he has 
a great use of the pen, and promises to give congress ance 
ther specimen of it, setting forth the advantages atten- 
dant upon the erection, in the District of Columbia, of 
an asylum for people laboring under a derangement of 
their mental faculties. 

By My. Sergeant—of merchants and traders, of the 
city of Philadelphia, praying that the duties onteas may 
be reduced, and that adecision on that subject may be 
made as spcedily as possible. 

By Mr. Gale—of the Chesapeake and Delaware canal 
company, representing that their canal is very near its 
completion, but that the company require about 150,000 
dollars additioual funds, and asking congress to increase 
the subscription on behalf of the U. States by taking 
that sam. 

By Mr. Alercer——of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal 
company, representing that the company will be enabled 
to complete the eastern section of the canal in three years 
instead of five years, and praying that the term of the go- 
verninent’s subscription may be so varied as to authorize 
the payment of the whole of that subscription within the 
period of three instead of five years. Also for the assent 
of congress to certain alterations in the charter of the 
company. 

Nir. Mc Duffe, fromthe committee of ways and means, 
to which had been referred petitions from various parts 
of the United States, praying the imposition of duties on 
certain sales at auction, made the following report: 

The committee of ways and means, to whom was refer- 
red sundry memorials from various parts of the United 
States, praying the imposition ofa tax upon sales of 
foreign merchandise at auction, submit the following 
report. 

Aware of the deep solicitude which pervades a large 
portion of the commercial community on the subject re- 
ferred to them, the committee have bestowed upon it all 
the attention which this consideration, as well as the in- 
trinsic importance and difficulty of the questions pre- 
sented fur their decision, so obviously demanded. Sev- 
eral merchants of great respectability and intelligence, 
who were in attendance, as delegates, from New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore aud Alexandria, appeared be- 
fore the committee, and stated the result of their experi- 
ence nnd observation, as to the injurious tendency of sell- 
ing foreiga merchandise at auction. They all concurred 
in the opinion that the existing system of auction sales 
furnishes greater facilities for the perpetration of frauds 
upon the community, as well as upon the public reven 
ue. 

Whatever may be the frauds and impositions commit- 
ted upon the community by means of this mode of selling 
merchandise, and however obvious the expediency of re- 
pressing these evils, the committee are unanimously of 
the opmion that the application of the remedy belongs 
exclusively to the state legislatures. ‘The whole subject 
of contracts and sales falls clearly within the province of 
local legislation. Whatever torm of sale a state mav 
think proper to tolerate, and however imperfect the re- 
ponsibility of scllers may be rendered by its legislation, 
congress have no power to intcrpose, unless for the pur- 
) pose of preserving from violation the laws of the union, 
or for carrying into effect the powers granted to the 
federal governioent. 

It, however, sales at auction are the means by which 
frauds are commiited upon the revenue, and if they enable 
foreigners to cuter their goods at the custom house at 
lower rates than the same quality and deseription of goods 
are habitually entered by American merchants, there can 
scureely be a question, either as tothe power or the duty 








f congress to interpose its authority, The remeny, 
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however, should have an appropriate and exclusive refer- 
ence to the evil it is designed to correct. 

A tax upon sales at auction would neither prevent the 
alleged frauds upon the revenue, nor the alleged advan- 
tage enjoyed by foreigners, unless it should amount to a 
prohibition; and, even in that case it would be of doubtful 
efficacy. 

As the committee believe congress has no power to 
act upon the subject, except with a view to preserve the 
revenue laws from violation, they have reported a bill 
prescribing certain regulations of sales of foreign mer- 
chandise at auction, which at the same time that it avoids 
the objections to which other remedies would be liable, 
will, it ishoped, go far to correct the evils of which the 
memorialisis complain. 

A bill imposing reguiations on sales at auction, for the 

further protection oi the revenue. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives in congress assembled, Vhat, trom and alter the 31st. 
day of May next, no sale of any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise,the growth, produce, or manufacture of any 
foreign place or country, shall be made at public auction, 
within any cily or town within the Unned States, which, 
by the laws thereof, has been or may be erected into a 
port of entry, or within twenty miles of such city or town, 
unless the auctioneer, or person so selling said goods, 
wares, or merchanelise, shall, at the time ot said saie, ex- 
hibit the original invoice on which the duties had been 
levied at the custom-house of the port into which they 
were imported, or a certified copy of said invoice, under 
the hand of the collector of said port or his deputy. 

Section 2. Andbe it further enacted, That, from and 
after the 3Ist. day of May next, .nall sales at public auc- 
tion, of any goods, wares, or merchandise, of the growth, 
nroduce, or manufacture of any place or country, in any 
city or town which is or may be, by the laws of the 
United States, a port of entry, or within twenty miles 
thereot, the auctioneer, or person so selling the same, 
shall publish, or cause to be published, ia one or more 
of the newspapers printed im said city or town, forty eight 
hours immediately before said saie, schedules ot said 
goods, wares, or merchandise, containing the name or 
names of the importer and consignee, with a particular 
description of said goods, wares, or merchandise, with 
the original marks and numbers, and the name or 


names of the vessel or vesse!s in which the same were | 
imported, together with the time of importation; and | 


shall also exhibit a number of such schedules at the time 
and place of sale. Provided, if no newspaper be printed 
in such city, town, or place, said schedules, either written 
or printed, shall be posted up, for the same number of 
hours before the sale, in three public places within said 
city, town, or place; and in like manner be exhibited at 
the time and place of sale. 

Section 3. And be it further enacted, That aay anct-on- 


eer or other person, who shall, atter said 3ist day of 


May, sell or attempt to sell, at public auction, any goods, 
wares, or merchanilise so imported, as aforesaid, without 
having exhibited the invoice, or a copy thereof, mention- 
ed in the first scetion of this act, or without having pub- 
lished the schedule oer schedules, according to the requisi- 
tions of the second section of this act, shall forfeit and 
pay, for each and every offence, one third of the value 
of the goods so sold as aforesaid. ws 

Section 4. 4nd be it further enacted, ‘I hat any auc- 
tioneer or other person, who shall sell after said Sist day 
of May, any goods, wares, or merehanaise, the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of any foreign place, or country 
ut public auction, knowing that the same goods, wares, 
or merchandise had been smuggled into any port or place 
within the Uuited States, or any territory thereoi, or 
knowing that the same had been introduced into the Up 
ted States, or any territery thereof, in evasion of the | ev- 
enue Jaws, or that the ‘u'l amount of the duties by law 
chargeable thereon had not been paid or secured to be 
paid, shall forfeit and pay, for each and every Offence, 
the-full value of the goods, wares, or merchandise, so 

aforesaid. 

at her sre And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the collectors of the customs in their respec- 
tive districts to prosecute for the recovery of eny ot the 
penalties or forteitures which may accrue under Unis act, 
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ineurred, shall and may be sued for and recovered int! 
district court of the United States for the distriet in whit! 
the said penalty or forfviture may acerue or be incurred ™ 
the name of the United States, or of the collector of said 
district, by bill. suit or information, one moiety thereot 
to the use of the United States, and the other to the use 
of the informer, or person who sues for the same. 

Section 6. And be it further enacted, That the pro. 
visions of this act shall not be deemed or construed to 
extend to any sale made at auction of any property be- 
longing to the estate of any citizen of the United States 
who has deceased, nor to any sheriff’s or other sale under 
process of law, nor to any sale where the same goods, 
wares and merchandise had been theretofore sold, bona 
fide at auction, under the forms and requisitions of this 
act. Nor shall the provisions of this act be deemed or 
construed to extend to the sale of any goods, wares, or 
merchandise, from whatever place imported, unless the 
same were, at the time of said importation, chargeable 
with duties under the laws of the United States; nor 
shall the provisions of the first section of this act be 
deemed or construed to extend to the selling off at auc- 
tion of the stock of goods of any retail merchant or tra- 
der. 

This bill wastwice read and committed. 

Mr. Storrs, from the committee on the subject, report- 
ed a bill for taking the fifth census or enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the United States; which was twice read 
and committed, 

The speaker communicated Jetters from the secretary 
| of the treasury and post-master general, transmitting « 
| list of the clerks employed in their respective offices, also a 

letter from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting the 
rules and regulations which have been adopted for the taith- 
iui execution of the act of the 19fh of May 1828, entitled 
**An act altering the several acts imposing duties on im- 
ports;” which letter was read and laid on the table. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Gabriel Godfroy 
and Jean Baptiste Beaugrand; and 

The engrossed bill supplementary to an act to conti- 
/nue acopy rightto John Rowlett, were severally read the 
third time, passed and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The bill trom. the senate altering the times of holding 
_ the cireuit court for the district of Georgia, was read the 
_ third time, passed, and returned to the senate. 


| The house then proceeded to the consideration of the 

| bill **toamend an act entitled an act to authorize the 
| state of Tennessee to issue grants and perfcet titles to cer- 

| tain lands therein deseribed, and to settle the claims to 
| the vacant and unappropriated lands within the same,’’ 
| passed the eighteenth day of April, one thousand eight 
| hundred and six, 

Mr. Lea, who was entitled to the floor, haying last 
weck moveil the postponement of the bill to this day, 
now rose, and addressed the house at length in support 
of the billas proposed to be amended by Mr. o/k, and 
, in Opposition to the amendment offered by Mr. Crockett. 
| Mr. Carson then took the floor in opposition both to 
| the bill and amendment, as conflictmg with the terms of 
| the stipulation by which Tennesee was ceded by North 
: Carolina to the United States. He was followed by Mr. 
| Crockett, who pleaded earnestly for his amendment and 
his constituents. Mr. Locke was opposed to the entire 
/measure, as granting away more than the house was 

aware of, and setting a dangerous precedent. 

| Mr. Moods, of Ohio then spoke with much earnest- 
ness inrepty to Mr. Zea, contending that Tennessee 
had, in fact, received a larger amount of the public lands 
to aid the interests of education than any other of the 
states. ‘The debate had now reached a late hour, when 
Mr. Blair baving obtained the floor, the house adjourn- 
ed. 

Tuesday, Jan. 13. Mr. Hoffinan, from the commit- 
tee on naval affairs, reported the bill trom the senate to 
lamend the act of the last session tor the better organiza- 
j tion of the medical department of the navy. The bill 
, was then ordered to be read a third time to-morrow, 
The resolutions offered by Messrs. Owen, and Jumpe 
| 








kin, on the 6th instant, were severally considered aud 
agreed to. : <* 
Mr. Duncan, moved the following resolution, which 


. . — eanent » by e the table one day 
Andall penalties and forfeitures wnich may so acerue or be | lies on the tadle ¢ : 
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rected to communicate to this house what quantity of 
jead ore has been imported into the United States since 
the first of June, 1828. 

Mr. Moore, of Alabama, moved the following, which 
lies on the table one day. 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the war department 
be directed to furnish this house with any report by any 
commanding general of the army during the year 1826, 
on the stibject of the improvement, better organization, 
discipline, and regulation of the militia of the United) 
States, which may not have been heretofore furnished | 
and published in connexion with this subject. 


Mr. Sprague, moved the following, which lies on the 
table one day. 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to | 
inform this house, what beneficial effects, if any, have | 
arisen, or are likely to arise, from daily use of spirituous | 
liquors by the army, and whether the consequences of | 
that practice have not been, and will not be injurious; | 
and particularly of its influence uponthe health, morals, | 
and discipline of the soldiers. 

On motion of Mr. Dwight, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the library be di-| 
rected to inquire into the expediency of publishing un- | 
der the direction of the superintendent of the patent of- | 
fice, a description of all the patents fur which models | 
have been deposited in that office, accompanied by draw- | 
ings of said models, 

Mr. Dorsey moved the following: 

Resolved, Thatthe committee on naval affairs be in- | 
structed to inquire and report upon the expediency of | 
making provision by law for removing from the territory | 
of the United States certain African negroes, landed at | 
Key West from a Spanish trading vessel, stranded with- | 
in the jurisdiction of the United States. 

The motion gave rise toa desultory conversation, in 
which Messrs. Dorsey, Hoffman, White, and Dwight, | 
took part; when, on motion of the gentleman last named, | 
the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. Weems moved the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands | 





} 


; 
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be instructed to irquire into the expediency of appropri-| 
ating so much of the public lands, or o the proceeds of} 
the sale of those lands, (not found toclash with any pre- | 
vious contract for the payment of the public debt) for, 
the advancement of common schools, in the thirteen old 

states, equivalent to what has been granted to those | 
states that have been introduced into the union since the | 
adoption of the present government, so as to equalize | 
the advantages to each and all the states; seeing that the | 
aforesaid lands have been acquired as a common property, | 
by the joint expenditure of the blood and treasure of the 


These resolutions were laid on the table. 

Mr. Wilde, moved the following, which lies on the 
table one day. 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be instructed to 
lay before this house copies of any compacts or agree- 


' ments made between the Creck and Cherokee tribes of | 


Indians, under the direction, or with the assent of the U. | 
States, establishing the boundary lines of thei respective | 
hunting grounds within the limits of the state. of Georgia, | 
prior to the year 1821: and.also copies of any correspon- | 
dence between the war department and the agent for In- 
dian affairs touching the same, which has not heretofore | 
been communicated. 


Mr. Johnson, of New York, submitted an amendment | 
to the bill regulating sales at auction, which was read and | 
ordered to be printed. [Among other provisions, the bill | 
proposed a duty of two and a half per cent on package 
sales, and five per cent on sales by the pieee. ] 


The speaker laid before the house a letter from the | 


secretary of the treasury, accompanied by the list called | 


~ Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 





~~ 








The house then resumed the consideration of the Ten- 
nessee land bill. Mr. Blair, who had yesterday moved 
the adjournment. now took the floor in defence of the bill 
as originally reported, and in opposition to every amend- 
ment or modification of it which had been offered. He 
strenuously defended the justice and propriety of the 
grant, and went at large into the history of the landed 
concerns which bad a bearing upon the bill. He was fol- 
lowed by Mr. Jsacks on the same side, who argued to 
shew that the land in question, though it might prove of 
some benefit to the state of Tennessee, who had all the 
necessary apparatus prepared, and could bring it into 
market at a small expense, would never reward the 
general government for the cost of survey, et cetera. 

Mr. Culpeper briefly replied to some remarks of Mr. 
B. which had a personal release tohimselt. Mr. Bart- 
lett now obtained the floor, but yieldedit to Mr. JWVoods 
of Ohio, who spoke in explanation of his former remarks, 
and referred in support of them to various documents 
which he quoted. Mr. Carson replied briefly to Mr. 
Woods, remarking with great severity on the charge of 
improper management adduced by that gentleman against 
the legislatures of North Carolina and Tennessee. Mr, 
Bartlett, after a few remark, moved that the bill be laid 
onthe table, on which motion Mr. Lea demanded the 
yeas and nays—ahd they having been ordered, there ap- 
peared—aves 103; noes 63. The house then adjourned. 

Wednesday, Jan. 14. After the presentation of peti- 
tions, the resolutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. 
Duncan, Moore, of Ala. Sprugue, and Wilde, were 
respectively agreed to. 

A resolution moved by Mr. Mercer, yesterday, for 
an amendment of the rules of the rules of the house, 
was called up, read,and laid on the table: 

The resolution moved by Mr. Condict, yesterday, for 
an amendment to the rules of the house, was called up, 
read, and modified by the mover, to read as follows: 

“Resolutions shall then be called for in the same or- 
der, and disposed of by the same rules which apply to 
petitions, provided, that no member shall offer more than 


| one resolution or one series of resolutions, all relating 


to the same subject, until all the states and territories 


} shall have been called. ”? 


As thus modified, the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Weems moved the consideration ot the resolution 
submitted by him yesterday, providing for an assign- 
ment of land or money equivalent thereto in value, 
among the thirteen old states for the purpose of form- 
ing funds forthe support of schools; which motion to 
consider was refused by the house. 

Mr. Gilmer laid betore the house a copy of a report 
made by a committee of the legislature of the state of 
Georgia, and adopted by the legislature, on certain reso- 
lutions of the states of South Carolina and Ohio, in re- 
lation the powers of the general government and the 
rights of the states, as also in relation to the American 
Colonization Society. This report was committed to 
the committee of the whole house on the state of the 


; union. 


On motionof Mr. Bunner, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on roads and eanals 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation tor the purpose of defraying the expense 
of making a survey of a route for a canalto connect the 
lakes Ontario and “rie, for the purpose of sloop naviga- 
tion around the falls of the Niagara river, and of making 
an estimate of the expense for constructing such eanal. 

On motion of Mr. Bates of Missouri, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency ot providing, by 
law, for the appointment of chaplains in the ermy. 

Mr. Woods, ct Ohio, moved the following resolution, 
which lies on the table one day: : 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
communicate to this house a statement of the number 


for by the house at the present session, of the names of} of Indians within the jurisdiet.on and limits of the United 
those revolutionary officers and soldiers who have obtain- | States preseribed to each of the superintendents of Indian 
ed the benefit of the act of last session for their relief, | affairs, Indian agents and sub-agents, statmg the number 
With the amount allowed to each—Laid on the table. | of each tribe, and the state or territory in which they re- 

The speaker also laid before the house a letter from side. And, also, a statement of the number of Indians 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting the result of) that have been removed west of the Mississippi river; 
the assays of foreign coins at the mint during the last} and the number of negroes and slaves taken with them; 
Tear——Laid on the table. : deseribing by metes and bounds the part:enlar districts or 
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territories to which they have been removed, with. a de- | been acted on. Thetwo bills were then ordered to be 


tailed statement of the expenses which have been incur- | 
red in removing and providing for said Indians. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States transmitting the report of the divector of 
the mint, exhibiting the operations of that institution for 

ear 1828, which was reat! and laid on the table. 

The sbeaker laid before the house a letter from the 
postmaster general, transmitting a statement of the nett 
amount of postage accruing at each post office in the Uni- 
ted States, for one year ending 3tst March, 1828, and 
shewing the nett amount in each state and territory; which 
letter and statement were laid on the table, and two 
thousand extra copies thereof ordered to be printed. 

The following is a recapitulation of the statement re- 
ferred to, showing the nett amount of postage which ac- 
crued in each state and territory: 





New York, 252,875 99 | Virginia, 73,406 74 
Maine, 26,997 64 | North Carolina, 28,229 77 
N. Hampshire, 14,582 76 | South Carolina, 45,148 09 
Vermont, 14,672 05 | Georgia, 44,005 91 
Massachusetts, 101,855 58 | Kentucky, 26,792 95 
Rhode Island, 14,979 82 | Tennessee, 21,945 53 
Connecticut, 32,846 45 | Alabama, 18,106 11 
New Jersey, 17,511 65 | Mississippi, 10,461 25 
Pennsylvania, 137,729 89 | Lousiana, 28,893 60 
Delaware, 4,922 09 | Indiana, 7,905 00 
Maryland, 61,022 71 | Illinois, 3,099 94 
Ohio, 36,473 55 | Missouri, 8,551 52 
Mich. Territory, 2,385 16 | Ark. Territory, 1,195 46 
D. of Columbia,i1, 681 50 | Flor. Territory, 3,802 78 
Canada and Kings- 
ton mails 6,122 85 Gr. total, $1,058,204 3 











Considerable time was occupied in discussing the bill 
to authorise a subscription of stock in the Washington and 
Fredericktown turnpike company, when its further con- 
sideration was postponed until Monday next. 

The bill from the senate to amend the act of the last 
session of congress, for the better organization of the me- 
dical department of the navy, was read the third time, 
passed, and returned to the senate. 

Mr. Mercer now moved that the house go into com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, with a view 
to’take up the Dill ‘‘for the preservation and repair of 
the Cumberland road.” Mr. We Coy moved an adjourn- 
ment. Onthis motion, Mr. Miller demanded the yeas 
and nays. ‘They were ordered by the house, and, being 
taken, stood as follows: yeas 84, nays 86. So the house 
refused to adjourn. Mr. .WVercer now moved to go into 
committee of the whole onthe state of the union. The 
motion was lost: ayes 68, noes 70. Whereupon on 
motion of Mr. Basseit, the house adjourned. 

THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate, Mr. Marks, presented a memorial from 
sundry merchants of Philadelphia, remonstrating against 
the proposed reduction of duties on teas, without a time- 
ly notice to the importers of teas. The bill to distribute 
a portion of the revenues of the United States among the 
several states, was referred to a select committee of five, 
Mr. McKiniey submitted a resolution referring to the 
committee of foreign relations so much of the president’s 
message, as relates to the appointment of the king of the 
Netherlands as umpire in the controversy with Great 
Britain relating to the north cast boundary of the Uni- 
ted States, and referring it to the same committee to in- 
quire whether, by the treaty of Ghent, and according to 
the constitution of the United States, the president alone 
has power to make such appointments. he senate ad- 
journed over to Monday. 

In the house of representatives, after the resolu- 
tions were disposed of, the house took up the pen- 
sion bill, which occupied most part of the day, in com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. That 
having been put aside on motion of Mr. Mercer, the 
blank left in the bill appropriating money for the preser- 
vation and repair of the Cumberland road, was filled 
with 100,000 dollars, by a vote of 83 to 76 Mr. 


engrossed, and read a third time to-day. A bill was re- 
ported from the select committee on retrenchment, ou 
the subject of Indian estimates, and another to make the 
elections of the assistant clerks of both houses by the 
houses. Mr. Wickliffe also laid a resolution on thé ta- 
ble relative to a change of the rules by which the elec- 
tions of the house shall be by the viva voce votes of the 
— as they are called in alphabetical order by the 
clerk. 





ITEMS. 

Liberia. A parcel ot coffee, 6000 Ibs. shipped by 
Lott Carey, of Liberia, is offered for sale at Richmond, Va. 
Mammoths. It is stated that six different species of 
the mammoth, or mastadon, are ascertained to have ex- 
isted, by the different structures’ of the bones and teeth 
found. One peculiar to North and two to South Ameri- 
ca, two to Europe, and one common to Europe anid 
South America. 

Georgia. The legislature has directed a subscription 
of $44,000 to the stock of the Savannah, Ogechce anc 
Alatamaha canal; and appropriated 7,000 dollars to build 
an arsenal in Savannah. 

Petersburg. in the town of Petersburg, Va. dur- 
ing the quarter ending on the Ist instant, there werc 
received 21,426 balesof cotton. Of this quantity there 
were shipped 16,926 bales, leaving 4,500 on hand. 

The quantity of flour inspected during the same peri- 
od was 22,454 barrels. 

Pennsylvania, The following is given as a state- 

ment of the professions of the present honse of represen- 
tatives and senate of Pennsylvania:— 
In the house, 46 farmers, 17 mechanics, 15 lawyers, 4 
doctors, 8 merchants, 2 printers, 3 innkeepers, 4 survey- 
ors, and 1 private gentleman: and in the senate, 17 farm- 
ers, 1 surveyor, 2 doctors, 1 ironmaster, 1 innkeeper, 7 
lawyers, 1 private gentleman, 2 merchants, and 1 mce- 
chanic. 





POSTSCRIPT. 

crore. This is the 17th January, and our European 
date is of the 9th November—or sixty-eight days since. 
We believe that never, sinee the epediahansan of the 
New York packets, have we been so long without hews 
from Europe. 

It appears, according to a list given, that twenty packet 
ships are due at New York; that is, if they sailed at the 
appointed times, they would have arrived, at the usual 
allowance for the duration ot the voy age. They are 10 
from Liverpool}, 4 from London, and 6 from Havre. Be- 
sides, a great many transient vessels were expected. 

The average passage, in the last ten years, of our pacx- 
ct ships from Liverpool to New York is about S38 days; 
end from New York to Liverpool 24. 
November, December and January, the average passage 
of packet ships from Liverpool to New York has been a 
little over 42 days. In the same period, of the old line 
ships, only two passages from Liverpool to New York 
have been as long as 61, one of 65, one of 70, and one ot 
71 days.—So says a New York paper. 

§C_ Since the preceding was prepared, we have an ac- 
count ot an arrival at Boston from Smyrna. The cap- 
tain reports that a severe battle had been fought at Shum- 
la, on the 19th Oct. in which the Turks were defeate: 
with the loss of 30,000 men. 

The Smyrna Courier mentions that Varna had bec: 
captured at a dear rate by the Russians; and alludes t 
some ‘false movements” of the grand vizier—who, 
would seem, was about to be disgraced. The capite 
was tranquil. Four Austrian vessels had been permitte 
to enter the Black sea, which, it was supposed, would L: 
opened to the flags of all friendly nations, 

Zante, Oct. 18.-—The garrison of the castle which de 
fends the entrance of the gulf of Lepanto will not liste: 
to terms of capitalation, It has determined on a vigorou: 
defence, and the French forces are making preparation 
tora siege, after the evacuation of the peninsula is com- 
pleted. The war has thus began, and Heaven knows 





Buchanan also offered his amendment. ‘The committee 


then took up the bill to prov.de for an exploring expedi- 
tion, and having filled the blank with 50,000 dollars, 
the committee rose and reported the two bills which had 


where it will end. It1s said that admiral Rigney has 
i done all in his power to prevent the commencement of 
| hostilities, but now the roar of cannon must be heard, 
rather than the auniet voice of negotiation 


In the months of 
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